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E CHRISTIAN READER, 


als Libeit theſe our happy days in ſome re- 
e fſpefts, good Chriſtian, have and en- 
joy diverſe and ſundry works tending to the 4 
. ſubverſion of Belial, and the erection of god- | 
= lineſs: Yet conlidering, that as earthly, ſo we | 

ſpiritual ſoldiers, ſeldom run to the watch | 
without alarm; I thought it convenient to | 
call upon you with this grave and godly boole 
of long time hid in Hebrew, now come to | 
light in Engliſh, The malice of the Jewiſh 
people in concealing it, by reaſon of Chriſt 
the righteous, ſo often prefigured, was into» 
lerable; but the fingular providence of Ggd 
in preſerving it, unſpeakable: and now, at 
4 laſt, though chargable, yet fruitful is the ex- 
1 preſling and printing in our natural language 
- | of this ſo worthy, ſo golden a writ; being 

| of itſelf, without the acceſſary painting of 

eloquent ſpeech, a mirrour for princes, a 

preacher for all Chriſtians, a beautiful glaſs 
for women, for children, ſervants, and ſuch 

like; a wiſe, plauſible, and moſt ready ſchool- 

maiter, for to apply to every particular han 
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his peculiar property. Art thou a prince, a 
magiſtrate, a ruler, let Judah rule thee: If 
thou thinkeſt upon manly courage, he teach- 
eth valiantneſs: If thou ſeek to govern aright, 

he willeth thee to fly tyranny: If thou thirſt 
after manners of life, he ſoundeth it out, that 
vain glory, fornication, diſcord, and blemiſh, 

weaken, and at length utterly conſume nobi- 
lity. Let me proceed further, and aſk a queſ- 
tion: Art thou a biſhop, a miniſter, a preacher 
of Chriſt's birth, life and death? behold Le- 


vi as a lantern. Thou canſt teach thyſelf, 


but he can teach thee better; thou ſpeakeſt 


to others, hearken to him that talketh to thee. 


of thy office, how holy it is, how honourable, 


the contemners thereof how miſerable; by 
whom begun, continued, and confirmed; of 


thy ſtate of life, what, and how it ſhould be, 


Nunguam ſine ſale, ſine ele; to be ſhort of thy 
bleſſedneſs if thou art godly, wiſe, and learn- 


ed; of thine and their plagues where thou 


liveſt, if wicked and ignorant. What ſhould 
I ſay more? look upon Jacob, O you parents, 
peruſe the twelve godly fathers in time and 
order: learn of him and his, to pray to God 
in Chriſt's name for your children; have re- 


gard to their inſtructions; the want of the 
former, your children ſhall miſs; the neglect 


of the latter yourſelves ſhall bewail : for the 
hearty prayer of a father to the Almighty for 


his children, is a right ſingular benefit: but 
he that for ſooliſh pity giyeth them not the. 


bridle, 
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bridle, is before God accounted a guilty par- 


taker of their ſinful race. View this book 


therefore, hearken how to teach yourſelves * 


and your children, You have already finiſhed 
a ſick man's ſalve, enjoy now at length a ſick 
man's tongue, to inſtru them when you leave 
them, and what to leave them when you die: 
elſe their end will be lamentation, but yours 
lamentable miſery. And come you hither you 
children of the earth, read, fee, and ſay, 
That old father Reuben, with his good brethren, 
readily and righily deſcribed the bleſſed path 
of righteouſneſs, and the forlorn way of Be- 
lial; the one to fly, the other to follow. Wilt 
thou begin with the eldeſt, for that old age 
ſeemeth wiſeſt? Stop not then the ears of thy 
heart and body to ſo wiſe and ſweet a charmer, 
O the number; O the uglitome portraiture 
of thoſe deadly ſpirits that he hath ſo orderly 
numbered, and cunningly coloured! lechery, 
_ envy, gluttony, bravery, pride, vain glory, 
unrighteouſneſs, wilful ignorance. All theſe, 
as they ſeem, are indeed pernicious: but the 
former is moſt deteſtable, the end whereof is 
conſumption of this earthly body, and deſtruc- 
tion of the ſoul; which well-ſpring and puddle 
of evil if thou wilt have dried up, ceaſe from 
drunkenneſs: if not ſee it, have not a narrow 
and greedy eye upon a beautiful face; if not 
drink, yet itop thy mouth from buſy queſtions 
with women; to conclude, if not therein be 
ducked and drowned, uſe labour, tame youths 
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| 1 
fulneſs: For in this I over-ſhooting myſelf 
(faith Reuben to. his children) defiled my fa- 
ther's bed: therefore look not upon the beauty 
of a woman, muſe not upon their doings, but 
keep yourſelves ocupied either in learning, or 
ſome work; charge your wives and daughters, 
that they trim not their heads; with them to 
chaſten their looks, for every woman that 
deals deceitfully in thoſe things is reſerved to 
the puniſhment of the world ro come. Which 


trade of life to efchew, ſeeing it is difficult, 


without the fulfilling of the law; and the law 
partly conſiſteth in mutual love. Strive wich 
Simeon the ſecond brother, to avoid ſtrife, 
which blindeth the mind, pineth the body, 
provoketh murder; the remedy whereof is, 
both forgiving and forgetting. Take to thee 
Joſeph's chearful countenance, a perfect plat- 
form of a quiet mind; yet ſet before thine eyes 
Simeon's withered band, a right plague for 
ſuch a fin. All which diſquietneſs and miſ- 
chief ſafely to ſet aſide: Let not Judah be ſet 
apart: Gather by him experience, that for a 


man to glory in his own works is ſinful, and 
he which upbraideth another man's voice, 


ſtandeth ſlippery. Judah choaked Reuben his 


eldeſt brother with his fornication; mark who 
ſinned immediately, but envious and railing 
Judah: Did he not offend after the fleſh in the 
Canaanite's houſe? Did be not take a wife 
without conſent of his parents? two great fins, 


and alas, in theſe. our days too much uſed; 
yet 
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f | yet puniſhed, the one with want, or at leaſt | 
i {mall joy of children, ſaith father Judah the 
y patriarch, but the other with intolerable dan- | 
if ger of body and ſoul, faith St. Paul. Where» 
r | fore abſtain from wine, abhor drunkenneſs; | 
for ſuch a one ſlandereth not, rehearſeth not | 
another man's fins, breedeth no ſedition, but 
embraceth love and charity in a ſingle heart; 


as good father Iſſachar, who never railed, nor 
was hurtful and ſpiteful to his neighbour; ne- 
yer cat his meet alone, but gave part to the 
poor; never removed the bounds and marks 
of other mens ground, but loved all men as 
his natural children; O that as we read this, 

ſo we might expreſs the ſame in life and con- 
verſation. Mercy and love is a precious jewel, 
the maintainers whereof being jointly conneét- 
ed proſper; once diſſevered, come to nought. 
For the waters, faith Zebulun, waſh away the 
land, when the ſtones and timber are diſſolved; 
whoſe mercy and fingular compaſſion was re- 
warded ſingularly; ſift his teſtament; reſemble 
his rare charity, in clothing the naked, and 
feeding the hungry, known and unknown, as 
well ſtrangers as his countrymen. Let. not 
the ſpirit of Dan pofleſs your mind. Suffer 
not the Wrath of Gad to ſettle in your heart, 
for ſuch work with three fore inſtruments, 
bitter ſpeech, treachery, and violent hands, 
yielding fruit not much unlike, as you may 
read, as you may ſee, Wilt thou be taught 
the ready path to that thou doſt ſeek? TWO 

Ways 
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ways there be, Caith Aſher, vice the one, the. 


other virtue; Naphtali's race embrace the lat: 
ter, eſchew the former: but he that walketh 
in them both, blindeth men, deceiveth him- 
ſelf, and mocketh God, whoſe double-faced: 
dealing ſhall be doubly puniſhed. Such are 
the covetous, ſuch are they, that are merci- 


ful in evilneſs, ſuch are they, faith Aſher, that 


faſt from meats, but not from fornication. 
Have therefore a ſimple heart with righteous 
Joſeph, the bleſſed of the Lord, that right 
figure of Jeſus Chriſt; for hatred he ſhewed 
love; being curſed, he bleſſed ; being ſhot 
thorough, he did not ſo much as bend his bow, 
albeit his brethren would have ſlain him, albeit 


they caſt him into a well, though they ſold. 
him for a bond flave, and that to ſtrangers, 


and ſuch as hated. ſhepherds to the death, of 
whom he was whipped and tormented; yet 
he, when they ſtood in fear, gave them com- 
fort; when they were well nigh famiſhed, 
gave them food; when by his authority he 
might deſtroy, he by his authority did pre- 
ferve; being their Lord, uſing them as his 
berters; being their brother, accepting them 
as his children; their unkindneſs not {poken 
of; their conſpiracies forgotten; their cruel 
dealing moſt lovingly, moſt mercifully forgiven. 


You haye heard his love towards his neigh- . 


bour, hearken to his obedience toward God: 
When he was miſerably afflicted, did he rage 
and {wel}, when he was made a bond-ſla ve of 


A. 
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a freeman's ſon, did he cry out on heaven, as 


being utterly forſaken? Did he impatiently 


accuſe God's juſtice? No; expettans expeclavit 
Dominum: And at the laſt, the Lord which 
hid his face, did ſhow his countenance; of a 
caitif, in reſpect, making him free, of a free 
man wealthy, of a wealthy ſubject, an honour - 
able perſonage; lord preident of Pharaoh's 
land; whom the Egyptians being alive, loved; 
being dead, loved; being rotten, loved; x Om 
living, neither wealth nor wo could make to 
{well ; neither promiſe nor threats of the E- 
gyptian {trumpet could make flide; and there- 
fore being dead, neither world, devil, nor 
man's policy could make forgotten, O that 
our mortal race might thus begin, thus perſe- 
vere; might thus, O Lord, moſt happily finiſh; 
the ſpirit is willing, but the fleſh is weak: 
learn therefore of Benjamin to inflame thy 
heart, that thou mayeſt be ready both in body 
and ſoul Let us, faith Eccleſiaſticus, commend 
(and ſo ſay I, behold) the noble famous men, 


and the generation of our fore-elders, for many 


glorious acts hath the Lord done in them, and 
/ewed his great powcr ever ſince the beginning. 
Upon the conſideration whereof, and eſpecial- 
ly for that I would haye nothing wanting in 
this book that might ſerve thy contentation, I 


| [thought it as well pertinent to deal with the 


righteous father, as with. the godly children, 


For to ſhadow a face only without a body, 
hath his deſervyed commendation: but whoſo 
painteth 
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preſerve our king, increaſe our faith, and 


( x ) 


painteth a leg without a body, or a body wich- 


out a head, it ſhall not be amiſs, as I ſuppoſe, 
as well to term him a tooliſh painter, as to 
judge the thing indiſcreetly painted; where- 
fore, as well to ſee the head as the leg, and 
to hear the father as the children, I have 
faithfully drawn out of ſcripture (and not ac- 
cording to my fancy faſhioned) the death and 
teſtament of Jacob, that bleſſed and happy 
father, added to this antient monument of the 
children. Therefore to recompence my pains, 
read them, but read them diligently, neither 


read only, bat be content to follow, For the 


imitation of good and godly men, 1s the dire& 
way and courſe of godlineſs: ſo may we ac- 


count of Jacob's bleſſing; ſo may we tho- 


roughly challenge to be his children; childrea 
I mean, not by fleſh, but ſpirit, The Lord 
which made heaven and earth, the Lord which 
gave his Son to ſhed his heart's blood for us; 
God which.diſpoſeth all things to his pleaſure, 


make us thankful for his benefits. Amen. 
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Made at his death, to his twelve ſons the 
Patriarchs, concerning what ſhould betide 
them in the laſt days: gathered out of Gen. 
xlviii. xlix. and added unto this book. 


Come hearken, my ſons, the things Igive, 
my bleſſing, and my ban ; 

The firſt to them that godly live, 

 the,laſt, to wicked man, 5 


TACOB the ſen of Ifaac, born of Rebekah 
in the year of the world 2108, (his fa- 
ther being threeſcore years of age,) was a'per- 


fect man and righteous, dwelling in tents; 


not given to pleaſure and hunting, as his elder 
brother, elder by nature, not by grace, For 
the elder ſhall ſerve the younger, ſaith the Lord, 
Rom. ix. 12. Why? not for that Jacob had 
ſodeſeryed, but God had ſo appointed. Where- 
fore, when he, by the determinate will of 
God, and heavenly diſpoſition, which order- 
eth all things whatſoever, had got his bran 

, irth- 
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ration of either party contracted, as it breed- 


daughters. Leah firſt, then Rachel, with 
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birth-right, and his father's bleſſing, his pa4 
rents conſidering that the ſlippery days off 
carnal copulation did approach, and waril 
fearing his brother Eſau, for that he con 
ceived murder in his heart, and inſtituted af 
birth-day for his deviliſh purpoſe, ſent him 
from Barſaba to Meſopotamia, to Laban his 
mother's brother, there honeſtly to take: 
wife, and quietly to live, For matrimony\ 
without conſent of parents, and due confide+ 


eth their diſquietneſs, ſo it provoketh God's 
diſpleaſure. | 
Jacob therefore, after long travel, being! 


placed with his uncle Laban, and ſerving _ 
| fourteen years in labour and pain, (albeit he 


was the child of promiſe, the bleſſed of thef 


Lord, born of a free woman, and that whichs 
| 


is more, his uncle's bone and fleſh, and lord 
of Cannaan, not arguing with himſelf, as thet 


wordly children of this earth, ſaying, Shall Ik 


which am a free and wealthy man's ſon be? 
made a ſervant? Shall I be a drudge in my 
kinſman's houſe; being ſent to marry, and not 
to ſerve?) had given him by Laban to wife! 
for his good ſervice, (by which God bleſſed 
that little that Laban had before) his two 
| 
| 
| 


their handmaids, Bilhah and Zilpah; f whom 
according to the promiſe made to him in 
Bethel, that his ſeed ſhould be multiplied, he 
begat twelve ſons, twelve godly fathers of the} 

| earth, 
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The Teſtament of Jacob. 13 


earth, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, 
Naphtali, Gad, Aſher, Ifſachar, Zebulun, 
ofeph, Benjamin. | 
Thus he being bleſſed of the Lord, as well 
uted af? children as in ſubſtance, returned again ro 
at himbis native country, he and his children, there 
Jan hiqto live, and there to die. But behold the di- 
take abine providence of God, after three and thirty 
imon wears expired, he was removed from Canaan 
onſide o Golhen in Egypt, by the means of his fon 
breed-Ioſeph, Pharach's chief ſteward, aud whom 
God'gÞhis brethren heretofore had fold. Where, 
when he had lived ſeventeen years, and ſeen 
beingÞis family increaſe exceedingly, to his great 
ig himſoy and comfort no doubt, eſpecially all the 
beit hebther countries about being plagued wich a 
of thefgreat famine, and he by God's mercy not 
whichfrea'ly feeling the fame; perceiving alſo his 
ad lordlroubleſome pilgrimage drawing to an end, 
as thetalled his fon Joſeph, and ſaid, If I have 
Shall Td grace in thy fight, O put thy hand under 
ſon beny th:gh, (for in this order they took an oath 
in myn Jacob's time) deal mercifully with me, and 
and not h «ly, bury me not in Egypt, but let me ſleep 
o wife my fathers: Where nothing is ſure, faith 
bleſſed n the promiſe of God made to his fathers 
is twopilled him to look for Canaan his hoped in- 
, withjcritance, an] not to truſt in Pharaoh's land. 
whom o which his requeſt, when Joſeph his loving 
bim in bn obediently did condeſcend, Jacob taking a 
ied, heſttle more ſtrength unto him, ard ſiting up, 
s of thefcitous alio to ſhew forth the great goodnels 
earth, a; | B | | of 
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14 T he Teſtament of Jacob. 


of the Lord in preſerving him and his, faid, 
God Almighty appeared unto me in Luz, in 
the land of Canaan, and blefſed me, ſaying, 
* Behold I will make thee fruitful, and cauſe 
* thee to multiply, and will make a great 
number of people of thee, and will give this 
land unto thy ſeed for an everlaſting poſſeſ- 
* fion, Thy ſons, Manafleh and Ephraim, I 
take as mine own, their own brethren ſhall 
be called after thy name. As I came from 


« Meſopotamia, Rachel died in the land of Ca- 
* naan, and was buried by the way to Ephrata, 


* the ſame is Bethlehem.” 


Then Jacob albeit ſomewhat dim for age, | 


EF 


theſe? To whom Joſeph anſwered; * They | 


beholding Joſeph's two ſous, ſaid, What are 


are my ſons which God hath given me.” 
O bring them to me, faid Jacob, and let me 


_ # bleſs them: I had not thought to have ſeen | 
thy face, Joſeph, and yet lo God hath ſhew- | 


ed me thy ſeed, (Chritt.) 
God, in whoſe ſight my fathers Abraham 
and Iſaac did walk; God which hath fed me 


' all my life long unto this day, and the Angel 
4 who hath delivered me from all evil, bleſs 


the lads, and let my name be named on them, 
* and the name of my fathers Abraham and 
s aac, and that they may grow into a multi- 
tude in the midſt of the earth. 

Then as Joſeph lifted his father's hand from 
Ephraim to Manaſſeh the oy Jacob faid : 
927 Let 


1 


ngel 
bleſs 
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© Let it be, 1 know well my ſon, he ſhall al ſo 

be a great people, but his younger brother 

* ſhall be greater; in thee let Iſrael bleſs and 

«* ſay, God make thee as Ephraim and. Manaſ- 

ſeh.“ After this he fainting ſaid, * Behold 

© Joſeph, I die; God {ſhall be with you, and 
bring you again to the land of your fathers, 

Moreover, I give unto thee a portion of 

land above thy brethren, which 1 conquered 

« by my ſword and bow of the Amorites. And 
come you hither alſo, O my children, that I 
| © may tell you what ſhall come on you in the 
| * lait days; gather ye together, and hear ye 
| © ſons of Jacob, hearken unto Iſrael your father. 
Reuben my firſt-born, my might, my 
| « ſtrength, excellent in dignity and power, un- 
© conſtant as water, thou ſhalt not excel, be- 
* cauſe thou didſt defile my couch. 

Simeon and Levi, brethren in evil, wha 
ein your wrath flew a man, and in your ſelf- 
will digged down a wall: curſed be your 
« wrath, for it was ſhameleſs, and your fierce- 
"neſs tor it was cruel; I will divide you in 
: * Jacob, and ſcatter you in LIirael. 
| + Judah, thy hand ſhall be on the neck of 
*thine enemies. Thy brethren {hall ſtoop 
© unio thee: as a lion's whelp ſhalt thou come 
* up from the ſpoil; thou ſhalt conch like a 
lion, and as a lioneſs; who ſhall ſtir thee up? 
The ſceptre ſhall not depart from thee, nor 
a law-giver from between thy feet, unti! Shi- 
* loh come: all nations {hall ſeek after him. 
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Thou ſhalt bind thy aſſes fole to thy vine, 
and the aſſes colt to the beſt vine: Thou 
* ſhalt waſh thy garment in wine; and thy 
cloak into the blood of grapes; thy eyes ſhall 
be red with wine, and thy teeth white with 
milk. 

Zebulun, thou ſhalt dwell by the ſea- ſide, 
* and thou ſhalt be an haven for ſhips, thy 
border ſhall be unto Zidon. 

« Iffachar, thou ſhalt be a ſtrong aſs, couch- 
© ing down between two burdens. And thou 
* ſhalt fee that reſt is good, and that the land 
© is pleaſant, ard ſhalt bow thy ſhoulder to 
' © bear, and ſhalt be ſubject unto tribute. 

Dan thou ſhalt judge the people, as one 
« of the tribes of Iſracl. Dan, thou ſhalt be a 
* ſerpent by the way, an adder by the path, 
© biting the horſe's heels, ſo that his rider ſhall 
fall backward, Then Jacob foreſeeing in 
his mind the great calamity that ſhall betide 
his poſterity, comforting himſelf, and reſting 
in God's promiſe, cried out with heart and 
mind, O Lora! I have waited for thy ſalvation. 

Gad, an hoſt of men ſhall overcome thee, 
but thou ſhalt overcome at the laſt, 

And what ſhall I fay to Aſher? his bread 
** ſhall be fat, and he ſhall have plcaſures for a 


king. 


Naphtali is a hind ſent for a preſent, giving 


goodly words, 
Joſeph is a flouriſhing bough by a wall-fide, 
* the ſmall boughs ſhall run upon the wall. 
The 
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The archers ſhot againſt him, and hated him, 
© but his bough was made {trong, and his arms 
ſtrengthened by the hands of the almighty 
God of Jacob. Out of him ſhall come an 
© herdſman, a ſtone in Iſrael. All things ſhal! 
* come from my father's God who hath helped 
* thee, and bleſſed thee with the: bleſſings of 
© heaven, with bleſſings of the deep beneath, 
* with bleſſings of the breaſt and won bo. The 
« bleflings of (me) thy father chat I give thee, 
are {tronger than the bleſſiugs that Thad of 
© mine elders. Until the end of the hills of 
the world they ſhall be on thy head, 

Benjamin, ſhall ravin as a wolf; in the morn- 
ing he ſhall deitroy the prey, and at night 
divide the ſpoil. 

And now when I ſhall be gathered to my 
© people, bury me with my tather, in the cave 
„that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, in 
the cave that is in the field of Machpelah, 
„which is before Mamre, in the land of Ca- 
©naan; which Abraham bought with the field 
„of Ephron the Hittite, for a poſſeſſion to 
*bury-in;. where were buried Abraham, Sarah 
his wife, and Iſaac with Rebekah: and there 
„ buried Leah. The field and the cave that 
is therein, was bought of the children ot Heth.“ 

When Jacob had made an end-of command- 


ing all that he would uato his ſons, having 


lived an hundred forty. and ſeven. years, he 
plucked up his feet into the bed, and quickly 


died. Then Joſeph falling upon his father's 


3 | face, 


| 
| 
| 
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face, and kiſſing him with tears, cauſed him 
to be embalmed by phyſicians, to the ſpace of 
forty days, and mourned for him threeſcore 
and ten days. Who departing from Egypt in- 


to Canaan, with noblemen of the land in cha- 


riots, and horſemen, buried him in the place 
which Jacob had appointed. 


The tejtament of Reuben, made to his children 
at his death, concerning the things he had 


in his mind, by the ſuggeſtion of the ſpirit 
of foreknowledge. 


His is the copy of Reuben's teſtament, 


concerning all the things which he 
gave in charge to his children before he died, 
in the 125 year of his lite, two years after 
the deceaſe of Joſeph ; his children and child- 
ren's children came to vifit him in his ſickneſs; 
and he ſaid unto them, 


My children, I die, and go the way of my 


fathers. And ſecing there his brethren, Judah, 


Gad, and Aſher, he faid unto them, Lift me 


up my brethren, that I may tell you and my 
children the things which I have hidden wal 
my heart, for J am henceforth drawing to my | 
long home. Then ſanding up, he kiffed 
them, and weeping faid; Hearken my bre- 
thren, and you my childres, give car to the 
words of your father Reuben, mark what I 
give in charge to you. Behold, I command 
you this day before the God of Reayen, that 


12 


ter 
d- 
1s; 


4 — ̃ TQ a ie 


The Teſtament of Reuben. 19 


ye walk not in the i ignorance of youthfulneſs 
and fornication, wherein 1 oveiſhot my ſelf, 
and dcfiied the bed of my father Jacob; for L 
aſſure you, that the Lord did therefore ſtrike 
me with a ſore plague in my flanks for the 


| ſpace of ſeven monihs; and I had periſhed if 


my father J:cob had not prayed to the Lord 
for me, becauſe he was minded to have flain 
me: I was thirty years old when I did this 
evil in the fight of the Lord, and ſeven months 
was I ſick to the death, and with a free heart 


did | ſeven years penai.ce before the Lord. 


I drank no wine, nor ſtrong drink; no flo ſh 


came within my month, I taſted not any fine 
| bread ; but I mourned for my fin, for it was 


| great, and there ſhall none ſuch be done in 1 
| rael, 

And now, my fons, hear me, that I may 
ſhew you what I ſaw concerning the ſeven ſpi- 


| Tits of error in repentance. Belial giveth ſeven 


my | 
ah, 


ſpirits againſt a man, which are the well ſpring 
of youthful works; and ſeven ſpiriis are given 
man 1n his creation, whereby all his works are 
done. The firſt is, the ſpirit of lite, where- 
with is created his being. The ſecond is, the 
ſpirit of ſecing, wherewith cometh luſting. 
The third, the ſpirit of hearing, wherewith 
cometh learning. The fourth is, the ipirit of 
ſmelling, wherewith cometh delight, by draws 
ing in of the air and by breathing of it out 
again. The fifth is, the ſpirit of ſpeech, 
wherewith knowledge 1 is made, The ſixth Ss. 

| the 


8 — 


rit of pride, which moveth a man to mind over- 


with all the other ſpirits, by taking guilt unto 


—— — 
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the ſpirit of taſting, whereof cometh the feed- eig 


ing upon things that are to be eaten and drunk, gif 


and through them is engendred ſtrength, be- for 
cauſe the ſuſtenance of ſtrength is meat. The 
ſeventh is, the ſpirit of ſeed and generation, 
wherewith entereth in the luſt of pleaſure : ' 
For this cauſe it is the laſt of creation, and 
firſt of youth, becauſe it is full of ignorance, 
and ignorance leadeth the younger ſort as | 
blind body into the ditch, and as an ox tothe 
ſtall. Among all theſe is the eight ſpirit, which 
is fleep, with which is created the waſtin 
away of nature, and the image of death. With 
theſe ſpirits are mingled the ſpirits of error; 
whereof the firſt is, the ſpirit of leachery, 
which lieth within the nature and ſenſes of lan 
man, The ſecond of unſatiableneſs, lieth in He 
the belly. The third ſpirit of ſtrife, lieth in 10 
the liver, and in choler. The fourth ſpirit is his 
of bravery and gallantneſs, that the party may * 

tent comely by exceſs. The fifth is the ſpi- * 


great things, or to think well of himſelf. The wiki 
ſixth is the ſpirit of lying, or vain-glorioufneſs, ? fle 
in boaſting a man's felf, and in deſire to file Od, 
his own talk concerning his own kindred and 940 
acquaintanee. The ſeventh is the ſpirit of un- and 
righteoufneſs, which ſtirreth up the affections, ool 
that a man ſhould perform the luſtful pleaſures F ul 
of his heart; for unrighteouſneſs workerh .. 
him. Uto all, theſe ſpirits is matched the e 
| eight 
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eight ſpirit, which is the ſpirit of ſleep or flug- 


giſnneſs in error and imagination; and fo the 
ſouls of young folks periſh, becauſe their minds . 


are darkened and hidden from the truth, and 
undcritand not the law of the Lord, nei her 


obey the doctrine of their fathers, as befel to 
me in my youth, 


But now my children love the truth, and 
that ſhall preſerve you: hearkea to your fa- 


ther Reuben, and let not your eyes run a gazing 


after women; neither be alone with a woman 
that is married; neither do ye ſeck about what 


ith | 


„ 


ry 9 5 


women are doing; for if I had nat ſeen Bilhah 


bathing herſelf in a ſecret place, I had not 
fallen into that great wickedneſs : but my mind 


1 
? 


of ran ſo upon the naked woman, till it ſuffered 


. 


in 
t is 
ay 
pi- 
e 
he 
eſs, 
file 


n me not to fleep till I had committed abomina- 
. bg For while my father Jacob was away at 


his father Iſaac, and I in Gerar hard by Ephra- 


* a houſe in Bethlehem, Bilhah fell drusken, 


and as ſhe lay aſleep uncovered in her cham- 


r. ber, 1 went in, and ſeeing her nakedneſs, 


wrought wickedneſs with her, and leaving her 
aſleep went my way. By and by an angel of 


God bewrayed my wickedneſs to my father 
tJacob, who coming home mourned for me, 


and touched not Bilhah any more. Therefore 


look not upon the beauty of women, neither 
muſe you upon cheir doings, but walk ye with 
a ſingle heart in the fear of the Lord God, 


puſzing yourſelves about ſome work, and 
cepipg yourlclves occupied either in learning, 
| or. 


ö 
| 
U 


| 
[| 
: 
[4 
1 


| 


: 
: 
- 


| 
| 
! 
| 


a Ne rt _— 


ö 6 wa - MCT Tr oye woe —— 
4 * 4 N 
4 


ſhame him, and make him a laughing · ſtock before 
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or about your flocks; until ſuch time as God 

ive you ſuch wives as he liſteth, leſt you da 
ſuffer as I have done. I durſt not look my 
father in the face to his dying day, nor {pzak 
to any of my brethren for ſhame; my con- .. 
ſcience biteth me even yet for my ſin: but my 1 
father comforted me, and prayed for me unto h, 
the Lord, that his wrath might paſs away from | 
me, as the Lord himlelf ſhewed unto me. 
Therefore from that time forth, I was kept 
from ſinning any more. And you my child- , 
ren likewiſe, keep ye that I ſhall tell you, and 5 
ye ſhall not fin; for fornication is the deſtruc- 
tion of the ſoul, ſeparating it from God, and 
making it to draw unto idols, becauſe it lead- . 
eth the mind and underſtanding into error, and 
bringeth men to their grave before their time; 
for whoredom hath undone many men, and 
although a man be antient or noble, yet doth it 


Belial and the ſons of men. But Joſeph, becauſe or 
he kept himfelf from all women, and cleanſed fe] 
his thoughts from all fgrnicarion, found favour ,,,. 
both before the Lord and men. The Egypti- unt 
an woman did much to him, by uſing the help, , 
of witches, and by offering him ſliubar ſauces; 
but the purpoſes of his mind admitted no noi- 
ſome deſire. For this cauſe the God of our 


To! 
he 


P14; 


fathers, delivered him from all death both of 1 
ſeen and unſeen. For if fornication over-F.1, 
rule not your mind, neither ſhall Belial pre-hay 
vail againſt you. Women are hurtful things, 
my 
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my ſons, becauſe that when they want power 
and ſtrength againſt a man, they work guile- 
n fully to draw them to them by trains, and 
whom they cannot overmatch in ſtrength, him 
they overcome by deceit: for the angel of the | 
Lord which taught me, told me of them; for 
they be overmaſiered by the ſpirit of fornicati- ö 
on more than men be, and that they be ever | 
* Ipractiſing in their hearts againſt men; firſt 

making their minds to err by decking of them- 
ſelves; then ſhedding their poiſon into them 1 
en by ſights, and finally catching them priſoners f 
uc by their doings, for a woman is not able to | 
and force a man; therefore my ſons, flee fornica- 4 
ad. tion; charge your wives and daughters that 9 


* 


and they trim not heir heads, and will them to 


chaſten their looks; for every woman that jt 
Adealeth deceitfully in theſe things, is reſerved 
o the puniſhment of the world to come; for 
y ſuch means were the watchers deceived be- 
fore the flood; as ſoon as they ſaw them they 
nſed fell in love one with another, and conceived a 
our working in their minds, and turned themſelves 
pic ſunto the ſhape of men, and appeared to them 
eiP fn their company wich their husbands: and the 
Ke; πõο men by conceiving the deſire of them in 
noi the imagination of their mind, brought forth 
our giants. For the watchers appeared to them 
both bf height unto heaven. Therefore keep your- 
er-ſelves from fornication; and if ye intend to 
Pic have a clear mind, and keep yourſelves from 
13%81] women, and forbid them likewiſe the com- 
" pany 
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24 The Teſtament of Reuben. 
pany of men, that they may have alſo dean 
minds, For although continual companying 


do not always work wickedneſs, yet breec 
they incurable ſtings to them, and to us ever 


laſting ſhame before Belial, becauſe that for- 


nication bath neither underitanding nor godli 
neſs in it, and all enviouſneſs dwelleth in the 
defire thereof; aud for that caufe ſhall ye 
envy the children of Levi, ani ſeek to be ex 
alted above them, but ye ſhall uot be able tc 


compals it, for God will avenge them, and 


you ſhall die a dangerous death; for unto Le 
vi and Judah hath the Lord given the ſove 


reignty, and unto me, and Dan and Joſeph! 
hath he granted to be princes with them. 


Wherefore I charge you to hear Levi, for he 


all know the law of the Lord, and deal forth 


judgment, and offer ſacrifices for all Iſrael 
till the full time of Chriſt the chief Prieſt, be 
cauſe the Lord hath ſpoken it. I charge yo 
by the God of heaven, that every one of yo 


deal faithfully with his neighbour, and ſtick 
unto Levi in humbleneſs of heart, that ye 


may. receive bleſſing at his mouth; for h 


ſhall bleſs Ifrael and Judah. God hath choſen 
Judah to be the king of all people, wheretord 


worſhip you his ſecd; for he ſhall die for yo 
in bartles, both viſible and inviſible, and ſha 
reign over you world withcut end. 

Reuben having given his children the fore 


| faid charge, and ble ſſed them, died; then the) 


PU him in a cofſin, and carrying bim out o 
ESV 


E. 


ick Higheſt into mens ſouls and bodies. 
days I envied Joſeph, becauſe my father loved 
4 him; I hardened my heart againſt him, to kill 
bim, becauſe the prince of error ſending forth 
the ſpirit of envy fo blinded my mind, that I 
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Egypt, buried him at Hebron in the double 
cave where his fathers flepr. 


The teſlament of Simeon, made to his children 
at his death, concerning Envy. 


HE copy of Simeon's words which he 
ſpake unto his ſons at his death, in the 
hundred and twentieth year of his life, in the 
which Joſeph died, for they came to viſit him 


upon his death-b:d; and he fitting up kiſſed 


them, ſaying, 
Hearken, my children, hear me your father 


Simeon, whatſoever I have in my heart: I am 
my father Jacob's ſecond fon, and my mother 


Leah named me Simeon, becauſe the Lord 


| heard her prayer; I became very mighty. I 


went through with my doings, and was not 
afraid of any thing; for my heart was ſtout, 
my mind unmoveable, and my ſtomach undiſ- 
courageable; for hardineſs is given of the 
In thoſe 


could act take heed to ſpare my father Jacob, 
But his God, and the God of his fathers, ſend- 
ing his angel, did rid him out of my hands, 
for while I went into Shechem to carry fare 


for your flocks, and Reuben into Dothan, 


where all our peceflaries were fi id up in ſtore, 
C our 
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our brother Judah ſold him unto the Iſumael- 1 

ites; and therefore when my brother was come 1 
U 


again, he was ſorry, for he intended to have 
conveyed him again to our father; but 1 was 
i. angry with Judah for letting kim go alive, and | 
3s bare him grudge five months after: howbeit | <* 
1L God letted me, and regraincd the working of ſe 
my hands; for my right hand was half wither- if 
12 ed"up for ſeven days together. Then did 118 
| perceive, my ſons, that befel me for Joſeph's} Þ 
ſake, Whereupon I repented foon after, and 
beſought the Lord to reſtore my hand, and 1 al 
would abſtain from all rancour, envy and fol-] m 
ly; for I knew I had conceived wicked thoughts 
againſt the Lord, ard againſt my father Jacob, Y* 
for my brother Joſeph's fake whom I envied, Ne 
Now therefore, my children, keep yourſelves hi 
from the ſpirit of error and envy ; ſor envy} * 
over-ruleth the mind of every man, ſuffering th 
him not to eat or drink in reſt, or io do any} 8! 
good thing, and is always ſtirring him up tof *' 
ſlay the party whom he envicth, and pining 
away at his proſperity, Two years together 
1 puniſhed my ſoul with faſting in the fear off! 
the Lord, for I knew that the way to deliver} 
from envy, was the fear of the Lord. If a 
man flee unto the Lord, the wicked ſpirit ſu 
flieth from him, ſo as his mind becometh mecky®Þ 
and of ſpiteſul he becometh pitiful, bearing nc 
grudge towards ſuch as love him, and ſo bis 


envy ceaſeth, Ard becauſe my father ſaw lic 


me ſad, he a%ed me the cauſe of it, to whom 
| 


zel. | lied, ſaying, I have a pain in, my ſtomach; 
me | for 1 was ſortieſt of all my brothers, for that 
ave I had been the cauſe of joſeph's ſelling into 
was Egypt: And when I came into Egypt, and 
and | Was put in ward by him as a ſpy; then per- 
beit ceived I, that I was not ſorry for it. But Jo- 
of | ſeph being a good man, and having God's 
er. | Pirit in him, and being full cf pity and mer- 
d 1 e. minded not to do me any harm, but loved 
ph'z me as well as the rclidue of my brethren, 
and Therefore, my children, keep your ſelves from 


1d 1 All ſpite and envy, and walk in ſingleneſs of 


fol. mind and good conſcience, after the example 
ghts of your father's brother, that God may give 
cob, Jou grace, glory, and bleſſedneſs upon your 
11 head, as you may ſee in him: Of all the days of 
elves his life, he did never caſt us in the teeth with 
-nvy it, but loved us as his own ſoul, and more 
ring than his own children, honouring us, and 
any giving us riches, cattle and corn abundantly, 
p to You therefore, my children, love ye one ano- 
ning ther with a good heart, and put from you the 


ther {pirit of envy, for it maketh a man's foul to 


ar of Stow ſavage, marreth his body, breedeth 
liver) Wrath and war in his thoughts, ſetting the 
If al blood on fire, driveth him out of his wits, and 
ſpirit ſuffereth no reaſon to bear any ſway to rule; 
neck J Moreover it taketh away his ſleep, diſquieteth 
1g ne his mind, and maketh his body to tremble. 
o did For even in ſleep, ſome ſpice of imagined ma- 
ſaullice gnaweth him, cumbering his foul with 
vhond{pirics of miſchicf, making his body ghaſtly, 

8 N 2 and 
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and his mitd affrighted with trouble, and ap- 
pearing unto men as it were with a pernicious 
ſpirit, and pouring out of poiſon, Therefore © 
was Joſeph fair of face, beautiful and comely | { 
| to behold, becauſe no wicked thing dwelt in 
| him, for he had a countenance clear from | * 
I cumberance of mind. And now, my children, - 
N let your hearts be meek before the Lord, and I 
| walk right before man; ſo ſhall ye find fayour | a 
| both with God and man: and beware that ye ſj 
"2 fall not into whoredom; for whoredom is the if 
U mother of all naughtineſs, ſeparating a man | T 
from God, and lending him to Belial. For | 
have deen i in Enoch's writings, that you and Ls 
th 


— 


your children ſhall be corrupted with whore- 
dom, and do Levi wrong by the ſword; but 
they ſhall not prevail againſt Levi, becauſe he | Y* 
ſhall fight the Lord's battles, and take all 2 
your tents, and very few ſhall be divided in 
Levi and Judah, for he ſhall be your captain, bt 
as my father Jacob propheſied in his bleſſings. ki 
Bchold 1 tell you all theſe things afore-hand, G 
that 1 may be clear from the fin of your ſouls, th 
Now, if you put from you all enviouſaeſs, , YO 
and all ſtiff-neckedneſs, all my bones ſhal! Ou 
fiawriſh as a roſe in Iſrael, and my fleth as a 
lily in Jacob, and my ſavour ſhall be the ſcent ine 
1.8 of Libanus, and my holy ones ſhall be mut- Wi 
1 tiphied as the cedars for ever, and their boughs | wal 
ſhall ſpread out in length for evermore. hi⸗ 
Then ſhall the ſeed of Canaan periſh, together tha 
with all the. remnant of Amalek. All the bro 
Coppatogans| wal 


but 
he | yourſelves above theſe two tribes, for of them 


N | two {hall the ſaving health of God ſpring un- 


in | to us. 


to wreck, 


. 
l 


| 


| fall: reign over hurtful fiends : 
riſe again in joy, and bleſs the Higheſt in his 
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| .Cappadocians ſhall periſh; and all the Scythi- 
ans ſhall likewiſe be deſtroyed. Then thall 
the land of Ham fail, and all the people go 


29 


Then ſhall the earth reſt from 


trouble, and all men under heaven from war. 
| Then ſhall Shem be glorified, when the great 
Lord God of Iſrael appeareth upon earth as 
| a man, to fave Adam in him. Then ſhall the 


| ſpirit of error be trodden under foot, and men 


then ſhall I 


wonderful works; for God taking a body up- 


And: now, 
{hall be delivered by Judah : 


For the Lord ſhall ſet up of Levi, the 


' on him, and eating with men, hall ſave men. 
my children, obey Levi, and you 
and- advance not 


ain, Prince of prieſts, and of Judah the King of 


ngs. kings, God and man. 
and, Gentiles, and the offspring of Ifrael. 


So ſhall he fave all BY 


For 


mls, theſe things fake, I charge you to command 
1eſs, Your children to keep theſe things through- 


mall out all their generations. 


as a |. 
cent 
mul- 


And Simeon making an end of theſe his ſay- 
ings and commandments to bis children, ſlept 
with his fathers, when he was of the age of 


: ghg an hundred and twenty years, and then they 


I10TrTe 


laid him in a coffin of wood that rotteth nor, 


cher that they might carry his bones again into He- 
theibron; and they conveyed him privily in the 


cians 


Ga. 


rar of the Egyptians; for the Egyptians kept 


the 
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N 

the bones of Joſeph in the king's treaſures, be- 

cauſe their inchanters told them that whenſo- 

| ever Joſeph's bones were carried away, there | 
i ſhould be ſuch a plague of miſt and darkneſs | 
; | amongſt the Egyptians, as one brother ſhould 
: not know another, no, not even by torch-light: | 


bake, Bui. bot 


of Sys wy ay 


I" and Simeon's children bewailed their father, 
W according to the law of mourning, and con- 
1 tinued in Egypt till the day of their departing 
1 thence under the hand of Moſes. 


22. 


10 The teſtament of Levi, made to his children at 
8. his death, concerning Prieſt hood, | 
Jt 
| HE copy of Levi's words, which he y 
ſpake to his children, concerning all the x] 
things which they ſhould do, and which ſhould | b 
happen unto them, until the day of judgment. ſe 
He was in health when he called them unto li 
him; for he knew when he ſhould die. So ar 
when they were come together, he ſaid unto tc 
them, de 
1 Levi, was bred and born in Charran, and h. 
bi; afterward came with my father into Shechem. fi] 
= | I was at that time but young, about twenty ſe 
| years old, when I helped my brother Simeon be 
= to revenge our ſiſter Dinah againſt Hamor. of 
11 Now, as we were feeding of our flocks in A- pr 
belmuel, the ſpirit of underſtanding of theth 
Lord came upon me, and I ſaw all men under-ar, 
mining their own ways, and how unrighteoui4qn 
neſs had builded her ſelf a fortreſs, and wicked : 
: nel 


e. 


| * 
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be- neſs ſat upon the throne thereof: And I was 
o- ſorry for mankind, and beſonght che Lord to 
ere ſave them. Then there fell a ſleep upon me, 
geſs and I ſaw a very high mountain; ir was the 
ld } mountain Aſpis in Abelmuel, and behold the 
zht: | Heavens opened, and the angel of God faid 
her, unto me, Levi, come hither; and J went from 
con- the firſt heaven to the ſecond, and there ſaw 
ting | the water hanging between the one and other; 
and ſaw the third heaven much brighter than 
them both; for the height thereof was infinite, 
„n a And I faid to the angel, What meaneth this? 

And the angel anſwered me, Marvel not at 

| theſe things, for thou ſhalt ſee four heavens 
1 he yet brighter, and without compariſon, when 


the | thou comeſt np to them; for thou ſhalt ſtand: 


z0uld | by the Lord, and be his miniſter, and utter 
ment. | ſecrets unto. men, and preach unto the de- 
unto liverer of Iſrael which is to come: by thee, 
So and by Judah, the Lord will appear to men 
unto to fave all mankind in them. Thy life ſhall 
depend upon the Lord, by him ſhalt thou 

1, and have thy fields, vineyards, fruits, gold, and 
chem. ſilver: Therefore hearken as touching the 
wenty ſeven heavens; the loweſt is moſt lowring, 
imeon becauſe it is neareſt to all the unrighteouſneſs 
Iamor. of men: The ſecond hath fire, ſnow, and ice, 
in A- prepared by the Lord's appointment againſt 
of thethe day of God's rightful judgment; in it 
under- are all the ſpirits of vengeance, for the puniſh- 
hteoul4qment of the wicked: In the third are the 


vicked- powers of hoſts ordained againſt the day of 


nelg judgment 
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are the ſaints ; for in the higher place dwelleth | 
1 great glory, in the holy of all holies above 4. 
1 all holineſs: In the next unto this are the 
1 angels, that do ſerve in God's preſence, and 
ö ſeek his favour in all the ignorance of the 
14 righteous; they offer to the Lord the ſweet 


4 judgment, to take vengeance upon the ſpirits 
i f of error and Belial: In the fourth above theſe 
1 


ſavour of a reaſonable ſervice, a ſacrifice withe | 
out blood: In the other that is under this, are 
the angels that bring anſwer from the angels 
in God's preſence: In that which is above it, 
are the thrones and. potentates, wherein is 
continual offering up of hymns unto God, 
Therefore, whenſoever the Lord looketh up- 

on us, all of us are moved; yea, and even |,; 
heaven, and earth, and the bottomleſs deep, 

are moved at the fight of his greatneſs; but 

the children of men being witleſs, ſhall fin and 
provoke the Higheſt unto wrath. Now there- ve 
fore underſtand that the Lord will execute pe 
judgment upon the children of men; becauſe, 
that men will ſtill continue in unbelief and un- 
| righteouſneſs, even when the ſtones ſhall cleaveng 
1 aſunder, the ſun be darkened, and the watersth, 
dried up, and the fire quake, and all creaturesbie 
i} be troubled at the fainting of the inviſible Spi- x 
8 rit, and the ſpoiling of hell in the paſſion offor 
1 the Higheſt, therefore ſhall they be condemneqhF,, 
= to puniſhment. The Higheſt then hathy,,, 
heard thy prayer to ſeparate thee from un An 
righteouſneſs, and to make thee his ſon anc 
ſervant 


t 

N 
o 
in 
a 


— 
— 
* — — —— . —õ— 2 


— * - _ — — - 


—__— — — — — 
= — — — 
* —ͤ ͤ — — — — — — 
* * 
— — 9 


— 
© — 
_ — — 2 — 


— I i > 
— — 2 8 
. Hae ES 
. — — . 


The Teſtament of Levi. 13 


_ Kfervant, and a miniſter in his preſence, a 
rus Hantern of knowledge to lighten Jacob though» 
ele fly, and to be a day-ſun amongſt the children 
eth ſof Ifrael; and unto thee and thy ſeed ſhall 
ove fthe power of bleſſing be given, till God viſit 
the ll nations in the bowels of mercy of his Son 


and for ever. Nevertheleſs thy ſons {hall lay their 
the hands upon him to creciity him; and for this 
veet | 


zuſe is wiſdom and underitanding given unto 
ich- thee, to give thy children knowledge of him; 

are pecauſe that if they bleſs him, they ſhall be 
gels pleſſed, and they that curſe him, {hall periſh 
e Wy in his fight. And the angel opened me the 
n is gates of heaven, and I ſaw the holy temple, 
God. nud the Higheſt fitting on the throne of glo- 
up- y; and he ſaid unto me, Levi, 1 have given 
even hee the bleſſings of the prieſthood till I come 
deep, fe to dwell in the midſt of Iſrael. Then 


but the angel brought me down to the earth, and 
n and gave me a ſhield and a ſword, ſaying, Execute 
here- vengeance on Shechem for Dinah, and I will 
tecute be with thee, for God hath ſent me. And 
cauièe at that time 1 flew the ſons of Hamor, as it is 
nd un- ritten in the tables of heaven. And ] ſaid 
cleaveunto him, Lord, I pray thee tell me thy name, 
Watersthat I may call upon thee in the time of trou- 
eatureShle: And he anſwered, I am an Angel which 
le SPFexcufeth Iſrael, that he might not be ſtricken 
non otfor ever, becauſe all wicked ſpirits ly in wait 
lemneFor him. Afterwards being waked, as it were, 
hatbpbut of ſleep, I bleſſed the Moſt High, and the 


om un Angel that excuferh the off-fpring of 1trael, 
ON anc and 


{ervant 


— . ri eee 


—— 
—— — 
— —o—_ 


—— — 


— — — — 
— = . — 


— —„—ö 
0 * 


— —— — noe * — — — 9 - 
. ²˙ m 


—— 


| 


— x 


— — 
8 * by 


34 


” - 


The Teſtament of Levi. 


and all righteous men. 
my father, I found an aſp of, braſs, whereup- 
on the hill took the name of Aſpis, whieh is 
hard by Gebat on the right fide of Ahila; 


And I laid up theſe layings i in my heart, and 
Icounſelled my father and my brother Reuben, 
to perſuade the ſons of Hamor to be circum- 
ciſed, becauſe I was zealouſly grieved for the 
abomination which they had wrought 1n Iſrael. 
For fir of all, I killed Hamor, and after this 
came our brethren, who fmote the city with 
the edge of the ſword: When my father 
heard of it, he was angry, becauſe they had 
received circumciſion, and were killed after- 
ward, and therefore he dealt otherwiſe with 


us in his bleſſing. For we ſinned in doing it a- 


gainſt his will, and he felt ſick the ſame day. 
But I knew then the Lord intended evil to the 
Shechemites, becauſe they had heretofore 
parpoſed to have done the like unto Sarah, as 
they did unto our ſiſter Dinah; but God 
hindered them. And they perſecuted our 
father Abraham, as then a ſtranger, and car- 


ried away his cattle, and furthermore did 


beat Jeblao very fore, who was born in his 
houſe. After the ſame manner dealt they 
with all other ſtrangers; taking away their 
wives from them by force, and driving the 
men themſelves out of their country; for which 


cauſe the wrath of the Lord came upon them 


in the evd, And I ſaid ro my father, Sir, be 


not offended, for God will bring the Canaan- 
wes 


,. 


And when I came to 
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tes to nothing before thee, and give their 
aud unto thee, and unto thy Holy One after 
hee For from henceforth Shechem hail be 
alled The City of Fools; becauſe that as men 
Jo ſcorn fools, ſo we have ſcorned them for 
heir working of folly in Iſrael, in raking away 
our ſiſter for to defile her. Then came we in- 
to Bethel, and there when I had ſacrificed 
hreeſcore and ten days together, I ſaw the 
ſame thing again as I had ſeen it before, And 
I ſaw ſeven men in white raiment, ſaying unto 
me, Up, put on the ſtole of prieſthood, the 
roxn of righteouſneſs, the rationale of under- 

anding, the robe of truth, the breaſt plate 
of faith, the mitre of holineſs, and the ephod 


*Jof prophecy. And fo every one of them bring- 


ing ſomething with him, did put them upon 
me, ſaying, Be thou henceforth the Lord's 
prieſt, thou and thy ſeed for evermore, The 


'Kirſt of them anointed me with holy oil, and 


gave me the ſceptre of judgment, The ſecond 
Wwathed me with clean water, and fed me with 
bread and wine, that is, to wit, with the moſt 
holy of holies, and clothed me with a glorious 


ſrobe down to the ground, 'The third put upon 


me a ſiſken garment like to an ephod. The 
fourth girded me with a girdle like to purple. 
The fifth gave unto me an olive bough very 
full of fatneſs. The fixth did ſet the mitre 
of prieſthood upon my head. The ſeventh 
filled my hand with incenſe, to the intent I 


” Whould execute the office of a prieſt unto the 
| Lord, 
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Lord. And he faid unto me, Levi, unto thre 1 
principal things is thy ſeed appointed of God pe 
namely, to be a ſign of the glorious Lord thaj;, 
is to come, and he that believeth ſhall be firſth,, 
The great lot ſhall not fall upon him; thin 
ſecond ſhall be in prieſthood; and the thirgp 
ſhall have a new name, becauſe a King ſhalf, 
riſe in Judah, and renew my prieſthood ach, 
cording unto the figure of the Gentiles, amongo 
all nations. But the coming of him is unutterþp 
able, as who ſhall be the prophet of the Highhe 
eſt, born of our father Abraham. All thhr 
pleaſant things of Itrael ſhail be given unrgy 
thee, and to thy ſeed, and thou ſhalt eat ah 
that is fair to feed on; and thy ſeed ſhah, 
diſtribute the Lord's table, and of them ſhahy 
be the high-prieſts, judges and ſcribes; for ia 


their mouth ſhall the holy things be kephI] 


When I awoke, I perceived that this viſto 
was like the other, and I laid it up in mh 
heart, and ſhewed it not to any man living uin. 
on the face of the earth. The firſt two dayyhe 
J and Judah went to our grand father IfaiÞ c 
and he bleſſed me, according to all the ſahhf 
ings of the viſions that I had ſeen, but Hm 
would not go with us unto Bethel. But whether 
we came to Bethel, my father Jacob ſaw in hh; 
viſion concerning me, that I mould be theſe 
prieſt before the Lord. And he aroſe in thþp 
morning, and tithed all things to the Lord bes 
me. Then came we to Hebron to dwell therha 
and by and by Iſaac called me to expound tu 
J. 
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law of the Lord according as God's angel had 
threſhewed it to me, and he taught me the law of 
od ſprieſthood, ſacrifices, burut - offerings, firſt- 
d thalings, free - will offerings, and offerings for 
: firſthealth - every day he taught me underſtand- 
3 th ng, and called upon me continually before 
 thirghe Lord, ſaying, My ſon, give no ear to the 
3 ſhaFpirit of fornication, for he will follow thee, 
od achnd defile the holy things by thy ſeed : there- 
aMmONFore take thee a wife in thy youth, ſuch an 
wttetpne that hath not any blemiſh, nor unclean- 
Highheſs, nor is of the kindred of the Alophytes, 
\]1 thbr of the Gentiles. And before thou enter 
2 Uitgnto the holies waſh, and likewiſe before 
eat aFhou ſacrificeſt; and alſo, when thou haſt 
ihafione, offer unto the Lord the fruits of the 
n ſhahyelve trees that are ever green, as my father 
for ia braham taught me to do; and the fruit of 
kepYll clean beaſts, and of clean fowls offer thou 
viſioſn ſacrifice. Likewiſe offer up thy firſt-born 
in Whf all things, and the firſt-fruits of thy vine, 
vg und ſprinkle thy ſacrifices with ſalt. Now 
o day therefore, my ſons, keep ye all the things that 
| Haiffcommand you; for whatſoever I have heard 
ie layf my fathers, that have I told unto you. I 
but Im clear from all the wickedneſs and fin which 
t whehou ſhall commit to the end of the world. Ye 
a in hall work wickedneſs againſt the Saviour of 
e thehe world, and ye ſhall ſeduce Iſrael, ſtirring 
iu thip much evil againſt him from the Lord, and 
ord Miealing wickedly with him, ſo that Jeruſalem 
I therſhall not continue, by reaſon of your naughti- 
md 6 n D nels. 


% 
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neſs. The vail of the temple hal: be rent in 
ſunder to diſcover your fulneſs, and ye ſhall 
be ſcattered as priſoners amongſt the heathen, 
and be ſcorned, curſed, and troden under foot; 
nevertheleſs the houſe which the Lord ſhall 
chooſe, ſhall be called Jeruſalem, as the book 
of Enoch the righteous, containeth. There- 
fore when 1 was twenty and eight years old, 
I took a wife whoſe name was Melchin, and 
ſhe conceived and bare me a ſon, and called 
his name Gerſhon, becauſe we were but 
ftrangers in our land; for Gerſhon fignifierh 
Baniſhment. Now I knew of him, that he 
ſhould not be of the chief degree. The ſe- 
cond was Kohath, who was born in the five and 
thirty year: I faw a viſion caſtward, how all 
the congregation ſtood up aloft, and therefore 


T called his name Kohaih, which fignifieth, 'The - 


Beginning of Greatneſs and Learning, The 
third was Merari, who was born in the five 
and. fifty year of my life; and becauſe his 
mother was hardly delivered of him, ſhe called 
him Merari, which is as much as to ſay, My 
Bitterneſs, And in the threetcore and fourth 
year of my life, was my daughter Jochebed 
born ia Egypt; and ſo was I honourable 
amongſt my brethien. Allo, my ſon Gerſhon 
took him a wife, which bare him Libni, and 


Schimi. The ſons of Kohath were Amram, 


Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel: and the ſons of 
Merari, were Mahali and Muſhi. In the 
fourſcore and fourteen year of my life, Amram 

took 
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took unto wife my daughter Jochebed, be- 
cauſe that he and ſhe were born in one day. 
I was eight years old when I entered into the 
land of Canaan, and eighteen years old when 
I entered into the office of prieſthood : at 
eight and twenty years I took a wife; and at 
forty. years old 1 entered into Egypt; and be- 
hold ye be now my children in the third ge- 
neration. Jofeph died in the hundredth and 
tenth year: and now my children, I warn 
you, fear the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and walk plainly in all things, accord- 
ing to his law; moreover bring up your child- 
ren in learning, that they may have under- 
ſtanding by reading the law of God, without 
ceaſing all their life long. For whoſoever 
knoweth God's law, ſhall be honoured; and 
go whereſoever he will, he ſhall be no 
ſtranger: alſo, he ſhall have more friends tan 
his fore-fathers had; and many ſhall be glad $ 
to ſerve him, and to hear the law at his l 
mouth: My ſons, deal rightfully upon earth, * } 
that you may find heaven; and ſow good ] 
things in your minds, that you may find them ll 
in your life; for if you ſow evil things, ye | 
ſhall find and reap all manner of cumbrance 
and trouble. Get ye wiſdom in the fear of 
God; for if captivity come, and cities and 
countries be deſtroyed, gold and filver, and all 
poſſeſſions periſh; but none can take the wiſe 
man's wiſdom, ſave only the blindneſs of un- 
godlineſs and fin. For his wiſdom ſhall be- 
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come a ſhield to him among bis enemies, and 
make a ſtrange country to be as his own home, 
and cauſe him to find friendſhip in the midſt 
of his foes. If he teach and do ſuch things, 
he ſhall fit with kings as did our brother Jo- 
ſeph. And truly my children, I know by the 
writings of Enoch, that in the end ye ſhall 


do wickedly, laying your hands moſt ſpitefully. 


upon the Lord, and through you your bre- 


thren ſhall be confounded, and made a ſcorn» |: 


ing ſtock of all nations. Howbeit, our fa- 
ther Iſrael is clear from the wickedneſs of the 


high prieſts which ſhall lay hands upon the Sa- | 
The heaven above the 
earth is clean, and you be the lights of the | 
What 1: 
ſhall the heathen do, if you be over-darkned 
with wickedneſs, and bring curſednefs upon 


vicur of the world. 
heathen, as the ſun and the moon. 
your country-folk, for whoſe fakes the light 


of the world is put unto you, to enlighten men 
withal : This light of the world ſhall you 


moſt wilfully ſteal, and teach commandments | 


contrary to the righteouſneſs of God. Ye 


{hall purloin the Lord's offering, and filch | 
away pieces of it before you do your ſacrifices | 


unto the Lord; ye ſhall ſteal away the choiceſt 
things, and eat them, diſdainfully with har- 
lors, teaching commandments of covetouſneſs. 
Ye ſhall defile, married women, and force 
maidens in jeruſalem; you ſhall match your- 


ſelves with whores and harlots; you ſhall, 


take the daughter of the heathen unto wife 
purity. 
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purifying them with ; he unrighteous purify- 
ing; and your mingling ſhall be like Sodom 


and Gomorrah; and ye ſhall be ſwollen with 
wickedneſs in the prieſthood, inſomuch that 
you ſhall moſt diſdainfully and ſpitefully laugh 
the holy things to ſcorn, not only vaunting 
and boaſting yourſelves againſt men, but alſo 
being puffed and ſwoln up with pride againſt 
the commandments of God. For this cauſe 
{hall the temple which the Lord ſhall have 
choſen, be undoubredly left deſolate in un- 
cle>-...efs, and you yourſelves become captives 


to all nations, and be loathed and abhorred 


among them, and receive endleſs ſhame and 
confuſion, thro* God's rightful judgment; and 
all that ſee you ſhall ſhun you; and were it 
not for our father Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, 


| there ſhould not one of thy feed be left up- 
on earth. Furthermore, I know by the book 


of Enoch, that ye ſhall go aſtray for the ſpace 
of chreeſcore and ten weeks, and defile the 
prieſthood, ſtain the facrifices, deſtroy: the 


| way deſpiſe the ſayings of the prophets, fro- 
wardly perſecute righteous. folk, hare the 
| godly, abhor the ſayings of ſoothfaſt men, 


and call him heretic that goeth about to renew 


the law by the power of the Higheſt; and in 
the end you ſhall kill him out of hand, as you 


think, not knowing that he ſhall rife again, 
and ſo ſhall receive his innocent blood wiltully 
{upon your own heads. 


D* 3. ſhall. 


For his fake ſhall 
your — place be left deſolate, which you 
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ſhall have defiled even by utter forſwearing ; 
and your dwelling ſhall not be clean, but you 
ſhall be accurſed among the heathen, and 
deſpair ſhall yex you till he viſit you again, 
and mercifully receive you through faith and 
water. And foraſmuch as ye have heard of 
the threeſcore and ten weeks, hear ye alſo of 
the prieſthood: For in every jubilee ſhall be 
the prieſthood. In the firit jubilee the firſt 
anointed into the prieſthood ſhall be great, 
and talk to God as to his father, and his 
prieſthood ſhall- be full of the fear of the 
Lord, and in the day of his gladneſs he ſhall 
riſe up unto the ſalvation of the world. In 
the ſecond jubilee, the Anointed ſhall be 


conceived; his prieſthood ſhall be more ho- 


nourable, and he ſhall be glorified amongſt all 
men, The third prieſt ſhall be taken up in 
ſorrow, and the fourth ſhall be in grief, be- 
cauſe the multitude of iniquities ſhall be Jaid 


upon him, and throughout all Iſrael every 
man ſhall hate his neighbour. The fifth ſhall | 


be held faſt in darkneſs, and likewiſe the 


ſixth and the ſeventh. And in the ſeventh | 
Hall be ſuch abomination, both before God 
and man, as I am not able to-expreſs; how- 


beit, that the doers thereof ſhall not be 
known, For this cauſe ſhall they be in capti- 
vity and corruption, and their land and ſub- 
ſtance ſhall be deſtroyed, but in the fifth week 
they ſhall return into their deſolate country, 
and renew the Lord's houſe, In the Ro 

Week, 


— 


week, ſhall come idolatrous prieſts, covetous 
warriors, unrighteous ſcribes, and filthy abuſers 
of men, children, and beaſts, After that the 
Lord hath ſent vengeance upon them in the 
prieſthood, then will God raiſe up a new 
prieſt, unto whom all the Lord's words ſhall 
be opened; and he ſhall execute true judg- 
ment upon earth many days, and his ſtar ſhall 
ariſe in heaven. As a King ſhall he ſhed 
forth the light of knowledge in the open ſun- 
ſhine of the day; and he ſhall be magnified 
over all the world, and be received, and ſhine 
as the ſun upon the earth, and drive away all 
darkneſs, and there ſhall be peace upon all 
the earth. In his days the heavens ſhall re- 
Joice, the earth ſhall be glad, the clouds ſhall 
be merry, the knowledge of the Lord ſhall be 


poured out upon the earth as the waters of 


the ſeas, and the angels of glory that are in 
the Lord's preſence ſhall rejoice in him. The 


| heavens ſhall be opened, and out of the tem- 
ple of glory ſhall ſanctification come upon him 


with the Father's voice, as from Abraham, 


the father of Iſaac; and the glory of the 
Higheſt ſhall be ſpread out upon him, and 


the ſpirit of underſtanding and fanCtification 
ſhall- reſt upon him, whereof he {ſhall give 
abundantly and mightily to his children in 
truth for evermore, and there ſhall none ſuc- 


ceed him f: om generation to generation, world 


without end. In his prieſthood all fin ſhall 


come to an end, and the unrighteous ſhall 


ceaſe 


BY 
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'Y ceaſe from their naughtineſs: but the righte- 
= ous ſhall reſt in him, and he ſhall open the 
ll gates of paradiſe, and ſtay the threatening 
1 {word againſt Adam, and feed the lambs with 
4 the fruit of life, and the ſpirit of holineſs 
ſhall be in them. He ſhall bind up Belial, 
and give his own children power to tread 
down hurtful ſpirits, and the Lord ſhall re- 
jJoice in his children, and accept them as his 
beloved for evermore. Then ſhall Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob be glad, and then ſhall 1 
and all faints rejoice. Now, my children, ye 
have heard all; therefore chooſe unto you 
either light or darkneſs; either the law of 
the Lord, or the works of Belial: And we 
anſwered our father, ſaying, We will walk 


angels are witneſſes, and I am a witneſs, and 
yourſelves are witneſſes of the words of my 


feet, and was put to his fathers, when he had 


and they laid him in a coffin, and buried him 
afterward in Hebron, beſide Abraham, * 
and Jacob. 


before the Lord according to his law. And 
our father ſaid, The Lord is witneſs, and his 


mouth. And when we had anſwered, We 
will be witneſſes, Levi reſted with this charge 
given unto his children, and ſtretched out his 


lived an hundred and ſever and thirty years; 
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T he teſtament of Judah. made to his children 
at his death, concerning V aliantnefs, Cove- 
touſneſs, and Fornication, 


HE copy of all the ſayings of Judah, 
which he ſpake unto his children, at 

the time of his death; when they were come 

together before him, he ſaid unto them, 


ther called me Judah, ſaying, I thank the 
Lord for that he hath given me a fourth ſon, 
I was ſwift of foot, and painful in my youth, 
and obeyed my father in all things, and bleſſ- 
ed my mother, and my mother's ſiſters. And 
when I came unto man's eſtate, my father Ja- 
cob prayed oyer me, ſaying, 'Thou {halt be 
a king, and proſperous in all things. Behold 
God gave me grace in all my works, both 
abroad and at home, Upon a time I ſaw a 


| hind, and ran after her, and caught ber, ard 
made good meat of her to my father. Allo 
I outran the roes, and overtook all thi gs that 


were in the fields, inſomuch that I cauvit a 


wild mare, and tamed her. I plucked a kid 
'out of the mouth of a bear, and taking him 
by the paw overthrew him; and I rent aſonder 
all wild beaſts that turned upon me, as if I 
had been a dog. I encountered with a wild 


boar, and over-running him, tare him in 


pieces. In Hebron, a baſtard lion leapt up- 
on a dog, and I catching him by the tail, flung 


I was my tather's fourth ſon, aud my mo- 


him 


overthrew him, and killed him; and fighting 
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him away by and by, and he burſt aſunder. 
In che borders of Gare, a wild bull was feed -In 

ing in the fields, and I took him by the horus, . 
and ſwinged bim about, and finally killed him. 
There came two kings of the Cannanites arm- 
ed upon our flock, and much people with 
them, and I alone running unto King Sur, 
and ſtriking up his legs, overthrew him, aud 3 
fo flew him, Alfo, I killed another king 

named Thaphes, ſitiing on his horſe, and ſo « 
ſcattered all their people. I overtook King 1 

Achor, a giant on horſe-back, ſhooting for- 


ward and backward; and throwing a ſtone 0 
threeſcore pound weight upon his horſe, Hua 


two hours with Achor, at length I clave hi 
ſhield, and maimed his feet, and finally fle- 
him. As } was pulling off his breaſt- plate 


behold eight of als friends allaiied me, where we 
upon U filled "my hands with tones, and fling 5 


them at then with a fling, flew four of 
then „ and put tae other four to flight. Alſo 
ur father Jacob Yew the giant Becliſa, King 
of all the kings, who wes mighty and hu, 955 


he 


i t 
of the ſtature of twelve cubits; by reaſ: 
whereof fear fell upon them, and they loft * 
their fighting againſt us. For this cauſe my 

3 « * of 8 | ; : : ; 1 
father was careful of Ly when I was in battl 1 
with my brethren, I {aw in a vilioa concern 5 
ing me, that the ang = of ſtrength followed mM 


me every where, to the intent 1 ſhould uot 


be overcome. The i{ecoud hauſel was a greate 
batt 
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Attle to us than that which we had at She- 


* hem; inſomuch, that in fighting valiantly 
/ with my brethren, I chaſed a thouſand men 


nd flew of them two hundred perſons, and 

we our of their kings; and following after them, 
unſcaled the walls of their city, and there ew 

and wo more kings, and ſo we delivered Hebron, 

"bad led them all away as priſoners, Then, 
\ 2 he next day we went to a ſtrong walled and 
T na pproachable city called Areca, which 
hreatened to kill us: therefore I and Gad 
ent to the eaſt - ſide of the city, and Reuben 
Ind Levi unto the weſt and ſouth fide: they 
hat Rood upon the walls ſuppohag there had 
een no more but Gad and J, did fire upon 
s; While, in the mean time, my brothers 
hat lay fecret, broke out upon the other two 
des, and ſcaling the walls with ladders, en- 
ered the city ere our enemies wilt it, and fo 
> re won it by the ſword, and ſet fire unto 
* o he tower, and burnt iti up with ſuch as were 
led into it. As we returned, the men of 
2 25 Thaſſie lay in wait for our prey, and took it 
5, with our children. But we followed them 
Jef! o Thaſſie and ſlew them, and buried their 
freak ity, ſpoiling all that was ia it, And while 
rs was at the waters of Gureba, we fell upon 
the men of Jobel, that came againſt us in 
Þattle, and flew and ſpoiled them both, and 
pliſo their accomplices, that came to their aid 
rom Selon, fo as we gave them no reſpite 
o return again upon us. The fifch day after, 
there 
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there came men from Machir, to fetch away 
our priſoners; whom we met in battle, notwith- 
Randing that they were a mighty hoſt, and 
flew them, before they could get up to the 
place that they came from. And when we 
came to their city, their women tumbled down 
ſtones upon us from the top of the hill where- 
on their city ſtood: but I and Simeon caſting 
to the back-ſide of the town, got unto the 


higher places and deſtroyed the whole city. 


The next day it was told us, that the cities 


of two kings came againſt us with a huge hoſt, | 


I therefore, and Dan, feigning ourſelves to 
be Amorrheans and fellows with them, went 
into their city, and taking the entrance in 
the dead time of the night, did let the gates 
wide open to our brethren that came after us; 
by means whereof we deſtroyed them, and 
all that they bad; and when we had ſacked 


the city, we did caſt down the three walls 


thereof. Then went we to Thamua, which 


was the refuge of all the kings for their wars. 
Where being angry for a hurt that I got, 1 


charged upon thoſe that ſtood above; but 


they threw down ſtones out of flings upon me, | 


and ſhot arrows at me, and would have kill- 
ed me, had not my brother Dan reſcued 


me: therefore we came running upon them 


in a rage, put them all to flight, and they 


paſlirg by another way, went and ſued hum- 


bly unto my father, who made a covenant with 
them, ſo as we did them not any more harm, 
i 29 - : but 


but received them into league with us, and de- 
livered them all their priſoners. Then builded 
I Chamma, and my father builded Rambat el, 
Twenty years old was I when this war was made, 
and the Canaanites were afraid of me and my 
brethren, I had much cattle, and my chief 
herdſman was Yran, in whoſe company I ſaw 
Berſa king of Odellam, who made us a feaſt, 
and with much intreating gave me his daughter 


"Bethſue to wife, which brought me forth Er, 
Anna and Sylon, of which three God flew 


two childleſs, For Sylon lived, of whom 
ſome of you be the children, My father and 
we made eighteen years peace with his bro- 
ther Eſau, and his children: when the 
eighteen years were palt after our coming out 
of Meſopotomia, in the forty year of my life, 
Efau, our father's brother, came upon us 
with a very ſtrong hoſt, and being flain by 


the bow of Jacob, was conveyed away dead 
| unto mount Seir. 
the children of Eſau, but this city was very 


We alſo followed upon 


ſtrong, with high walls, and gates of iron and 
braſs, fo as we could not enter into it; how- 


beit we did {hut them up in it, and beſieged 


it, Now when they ſhewed not taemſelves 
abroad in twenty days together, I put my 
helmet upon my head, and in the fight of 
them all, ſet up a ladder, and ſcaliug the 


| walls, flew four of their noblemen with. a 
The 


ſtone of the weight cf three talents. 
next day Reuben aud Gai wear and New 


E three- 
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threeſcore. others. Then they offered peace, 
and we, by our father's advice, received them 
into tribute. And they gave us 200 quarters 
of corn, 500 bates of oil, and 1500 meaſures . 
of wine, until we went down into Egypt, g. 
After this my ſon Er, married Thamar of 
Meſopotamia, the daughter of Amram, Now 
Er was a wicked imp, and doubted much of | 
Thamar, becauſe ſhe was not of the land of 


A of 
Canaan. Therefore the angel of the Lord * 
flew him tte third night after his marriage, , 


when he had not yet accompanied with her, 
by reaſon of his mother's ſubtilty, and ſo he th 
died in his naughtineſs, for ſhe was loth that 
he ſhould have had any children by her. G1 

When Anna was marriageable, I gave Tha-J yy 
mar unto him, and he likewiſe of a ſpite ac- Ig. 
companied not with her, notwithſtanding that K 
he lived a full year with her, ard when : 


threatned him, then he accompanied with her; 8 
but yet by his mother's commandmement he ,. 
let his ſeed fall upon the ground, and ſo alſo te” y,, 
died in his wickedneſs, I minded to have gi- 
ven her unto Sylon alſo, but my wiſe Bethſue f 
would not ſuffer me. For ſhe ſpited Thamar, ,, 
becauſe ſhe was not of the daughters of Ca- ec 
naan as kerfelf was. Nuw, I knew the off- f 
ſpring of Canaan was miſchievous, bur yer m 
did youthful fancy blind my heart. And as I} q, 
beheld her pouring out wine, I was deceived m 
with drutkenneſs, and fell in love with her. fo 
Upon a time while I was away, ſhe mar 
| ric 
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©, hen I underſtood, I curſed her in the bitter- 


cM Ineſs of my ſou], and ſo {he died in che- wick- 
ers edneſs of her ſons. Two years after theſe 
TS | things, as I went to ſhear my ſheep. Thama 

Pt. decking herſelf like a bride, ſat down at the 
ol gate of the city; for it was the cuſtom of the 
o Amorites, that their brides do ſer themſelves 
of ſorth at the gates of their cities, for the ſpace 
| of | of ſever days together, to be abuſed by for- 
ord | nication, I therefore being drunken with the 
age, waters of Horek, I knew her not by reaſon of 
her, wine, inſomuch that her beauty, together with 
he the attire in decking of herſelf, deceived me,. 
that and thereupon turning aſide unto her, I ſaid, 
Shall I come unto thee? And the anſwered, 
What wilt thou give me? And I gave ber my 
ſtalk, and my girdle, and the crown of my 
kingdom. Upon my companying with her, 
en If he conceived ;. afterward 1 not knowing my- 
her; ſelf to have been the doer thereof would 


. 
t Ne! have put her to death for it: but ſhe having 


ſo be kept my pledges in ſtore, {ſhamed me with 
e ger them: and when I had heatd my owa words 
hſue of her in ſecret, which I bad ipoken to her 
amar, when I lay with her in my drunkenneſs, I 

Ca- could not put her to death, becauſe it was of 


Cha- 


ac- 
that 


n- the Lord's doing, But I tovched her not any 
t Yet] more to my dying day. For when I had 
d as If done this abomination in Iſrael, leſt ſhe 
ele migbt work wiles with me, 1 {a'd, J would 


her. fetch my pledges again of her, but when 1 
mar F 2 


rie 


en- 


ried Sylon to a woman of Canaan: which 


4 
I 
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enquired for ber, the townſmen faid, there 
was no bride in the city becauſe ſhe came 
from another place, and had fit there but a 
little while, and ſhe deemed that no man knew 
of my going in unto her. Afterward we 

came into Egypt to Joſeph becauſe of the 
dearth, Six and forty years old was J when 
we came hither, and threefcore and thirteen | “ 
years have I lived here. And now, my ſons, 
hear me your father in all things that I charge 
you, and keep you all my ſayings, in doing all 
manner of righteouſneſs before the Lord, and 
in obeying the commandments of the Lord God, 

and walk not after your own luſts, nor after the 
conceits of your own minds, in the pride of your 
hearts; neither glory in the works of the 
ſtrength of your youth, becauſe it is ſinful 
in the ſight of the Lord: for in as much as 
1 gloried in my battles, and upbraided my], 
brother Reuben, with Bilhab my father's 
wife, becauſe no face of any beautiful woman 
had yet deceived me, therefore the ſpirit of 
fondneſs and fornication fell upon me, ſo that 
| was overtaken both in Bethſue the Canaanite, . 
and in Thamar the wife of my own ſons. Ang * 10 
J ſaid to my father: in · law, As 1 have made my 0 
father privy to the matter, I will take thy! Jin 
daughter to my wife. Hereupon he ſhewed me f 
an infinite maſs of gold in his daughter's behal{Þ2! 
(for he was a king) and decking her with gold aK 
and pear], willed her to pour out the wine to us" 


at the ſupper: the beauty of the woman, and of 
the” 
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the wine together dazzled mine eyes, and vo- 
luptuouſly did ſo darken mine underſtanding, 
that I fell in love with her, and brake the 
commandment of God, ard of my father's, 
and took her to wife. According to the in- 
tent of my heart, the Lord paid me home for 


her. Now therefore, my children, be not 
drunken with wine, for wine turneth a man's 
underſtanding away from the truth, and kin- 
dleth in him the fire of luſt, leading his eyes 
into error, inſomuch as wine is a- ſervant to 
the ſpirit of lechery, to further the feeding 
of the mind with voluptucufneſs, and ſo theſe 
twain bereave a man of ail power. For if a 
man drink wine till he be drunken; he train» 


chery, and kindleth the body to carnal copu- 
lation: And if deſired occaſion ſerve, fin is 
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"man | 


it of 
that 


e my 
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wrought without ſhame. Such a thing is wine, 


my ſons, for a drunken man is aſhamed of 


nothing. Behold it made both me and Tha- 


mar do amiſs, fo as 1 bluſhed not at the mul» - 


{in in diſcovering the unclean privities of my 
wn ſons. Through drinking of wine I was 
not athamed, to break God's commandment, in 


aking a woman of Canaan to wife. Where- 


fore my ſons, he that drinketh wine had need 
an dpf diſcretion, and that every man ought to 
thoÞſe-in drinking of wines, that he be aſhamed 
E 3 ö to 


it; for I had no joy of the children I had by 


eth his mind into the filthy thougbrs of le- 


r 255 
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w over-drink himſelf: for if he paſs thay 
bound, he forgetteth his underſtanding, and 
cleaveth to the ſpirit of error, which caufeth 
the drunken man to talk filthily, and to do 
wickedly, and not to be aſhamed, but to boaſt 
Wit of his lewdneſs thinking it to be good. He 
| that committeth whoredom is bereft of his 
Wl liberty, and becometh a bond-ſlave of lechery, 
|} and cannot get out of it again, after the ſame 
1 manner that 1 was made naked: for I gave o- 
| ver my ſtay, that is to fay, the ſtay of my 
4 tribe; and my girdle, that is my power, and 
my crown, that is the glory of my kingdom. 
Howbeit, repenting theſe things, I forbore 
all wine and fleſh unto mine old age, and was 
utterly unacquainted with all mirth. And the 
angel of God ſhewed me, that women ſhould 
from time to time over-maſter all men, as well 
kings as captives, and bereave great men | 
their glory; for the poverty of a poor man 
3s a greater fence to him, than is the ſtrength 
of a mighty man; therefore, my children, keep * 
meaſure in drinking, for there are in it- four 
noiſome fpirits, that is, fo wit, of concupiſ- 
cence, of heart-burning, of lechery, and or | 
filthy go. If ye drink wine merrily. in the 
fear of the Lord with ſhamefacedneſs, ye ſhal! 
live: but if ye drink without regard of ſhame, 
and fear of God, then turneth it to drunken- 
neſs, and diſhoneſtly ſtealeth in. And if ye: 
drink none at all, tben ſhall ye not ſin, nei- 
cher in ſlanderous words, nor in quarreling, 
nor 
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nor in railing, nor in breaches of God's com- 
mandments, neither ſhall ye periſh before 

your time; for wine diſeloſeth the ſecrets of 
God and man unto ſtrangers, like as I bewrayed 

the ſecrets of God, and of my father Jacob, 

to Bethſue the Canaanite, which God did for- 
bid to be diſcloſed. Alſo, wine is a cauſe of 
war and ſedition; moreover, I charge you, my: 
ſons, that ye love not money, nor look upon: 
the beauty of women, for money and woman- 
ly beauty made me to overſhoot myſelf in 
Bethſue-the Canaanite, And J am ſure, that 
theſe two things ſhall corrupt mine offspring, 
and marr the wife men of my lineage, and 
hurt the kingdom of Judah, which God hath: 
given me for obeying my father, for I never: 
repined at my father Jacob's commandments, 
but did whatſoever he willed me. And A- 
braham the father of my fathers bleſſed me 
to ſight for Iſrael, and ſo did Iſaac bleſs me: 
likewiſe: and I knew that the kingdom ſhould: 


' ftand by me, but I have read in the book of E- 


noch the righteous, that ye ſhall work wick ed- 


neſs in the latter days. Therefore, my children, 
1 keep yourſelves from lechery and covetouſ- 


neſs, and give ear unto your father Judah: 

for thoſe things withdraw men from God's 
law, and blind the underſtanding-of their minds, 
and teach them pride, neither ſuffer they any 
man to ſhew mercy to his neighbour: they 


bereave the ſoul of all good things, and hold 


it down in pains and forrows: alfo they diſap- 
Point 
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point him of his reſt and fleep, and conſume 


his fleſh. Finally, they hinder God's ſacri- 
fices, neglect his bleſſings, diſobey the ſpeak- | 


ing of the prophets, and are oftended at the 
word of godlineſs: for theſe two paſſions 


are contrary to the commandments of God. 


Je that ſerveth them, cannot obey God, be- 
cauſe they dazzle mens minds, and walk abroad 
as well a- nights as of days. My children, co- 
vetouſneſs leadeth men to idolatry, for through 
doting upon money he calleth them gods 
which are not, and compelleth the infected 
party to grow moſt vilely out of kind. For 
money's take loſt my children, and had not 
the penance of the fleih, and the humbling 
of my foul, and had not the prayers of my fa- 
rher Jacob been, I had died as now without 
children: but the God of my father being 
merciful, and full of pity and compaſſion, 
knew that I had ſinned through ignorance, 


for the prince of error had blinded me, and 
myſelf as a fleſhly man, and being 


I overſhot 
corrupted with fin, knew not mine own infir- 
icy, but thought myſelf to be invincible. 


Know ye therefore, my ſons, that two ſpi- 
that is, the (pi- -| 


rits do wait upon a man; 
rit of truth, and the ſpirit of error, and in 


the midſt between them is ſet the: ſpirit of 


underſtanding of the mind, whoſe proſperity 


is to incline which way it liſteth: the things 


that belong both to truth and untruth, are 


written in the breaſt · of man, and God know- 
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eth every whit of it, and none of all mens 
works can be hidden at any time from him, 
becauſe all the privities and ſecrets of mens 
hearts are written before the Lord, and the 
ſpirit of truth beareth witneſs of all things 


that accuſeth all, and he that ſinneth hath a 
buraing in his heart, and cannot lift up his face 


to his judge. And now, my children, love ye 
Levi, that ye may abide: and exalt not your- 
ſelves above him, leſt ye periſh. The Lord 


| hath given unto me the kingdom, and unto 


him the prieſt-hood, and hath put the king- 
dom under the prieſt- hood. Unto me he hath 
given the things that are upon the earth, and 
unto him the things that are in Heaven, As 
far as the heaven ſurmounteth the earth, ſo 
far doth the prieſt-hood ſurmount the kingdom 
that is upon the earth; for the Lord hath cho- 
{en him above me, to approach unto him, and 
ro eat of his table, and to take the firſtlings of 
the children of Iſrael, and thou ſhalt be as 8 ſea 


to him, for like as in the ſea both the righte- 


ous and unrighteous are in darger, and the one 
fort are caught priſoners, and the other ſort are 


enriched: even ſo ſhall all kind of men be 
hazarded in thee, ſome ſinking in miſery, and 
other ſome floating in proſperity. . For ia 
' 4 thee ſhall reign great whales, which fha!l 
fwallow up men as fiſhes, and bring free mera 


ſons and daughters into bondage. They thall 
take away mens houſes, lands, cattle and mo- 
ney, by force; and wrongfully they ſhall feed 

ravens, 
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dom ſhall be knit up in ſtrangers, till the Sa- 


ravens, and other greedy fowls with many 
folks fleſh, and they ſhall proſper and flourith 
in naughtineſs, and be exalted through covet- 
ouſneſs; and there ſhall be falſe prophets like 
ſtorms, which ſhall perſecute all righteous 
men. But the Lord ſhall ſet them together 
by the ears amongſt themſelves, and there 
ſhall be continual wars in Iſrael, and my k ing- Jac 


viour of Iſrael come, even till the coming of e 
the God of righteouſneſs, that Jacob and all P 
nations may reſt in peace, and he ſhall main- 
tain my kingdom in peace for ever. For the ih 
Lord hath fworn to me, that the kingdom of 
me, and my ſeed, ſhall never fail world with- 
out end. But I am very ſorry, my children, 10 
for the filthine(s and treachery, and idolatry, 
which ye ſhail work againſt the kingdom, by 
following witches and conjurers, by rowing 
your daughters to deceitſul devils, by making 
them inchanters, charmers and ſtrumpets, and! 
by intermeddling yourſelves with the abomi- unk 
nations of the heathen, for the which things 
the Lord ſhall bring upon you famine, ard 
peſtilence, death and ſword, wrathiul beſiege- 
ment, and devouring dogs, reproach of friends 
and foes, loſs and pain of eyes, ſlaughter $-- 
of your chileren, raviſhing of wives, ſpoil 4J? 
of your goods, the burning of your temple, 
the defolation of your country, and the cap- 
tivity of yourſelves amongſt all nations, who 
ſhall geld ſome of you, to make Eunuchs for 
theic Hl 


{be your ſcepter in Iſrael. 
Jolſeph the third, Benjamin the fourth, Sime- 
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heir wives: but if ye return to the Lord 
with hearty repentance aud humility, and 
valk in all the commandments of God, he 
ill viſit you with mercy, and lovingly deliver 
you from the bondage of your enemies, Afﬀ- 
ter this hall riſe amongſt you a ſtar out of 
Jacob, and a man ſhall fpring out of my 
ſeed which ſhall walk as the day-ſun of righ- 
teouſueſs amongſt the children of men, in 
peace and meekneſs, and righteouſneſs, and 
no fin ſhall be found in him. The heavens 
mall open upon him, to pour out the Spirit 
of bleſſedneſs upon him from the Father, and 
he ſhall ſhed the Spirit of grace upon you, and 
you ſhall be his children in truth, walking in 
his firſt and laſt commandments. This is the 
offspring of the moſt high God, and the well- 
ſpring of life to all fleth, Then ſhall the 
ſcepter of my kingdom ſhine bright, and out 


Jof your root ſhall ſpring the veſſel of plant 
i- ing, in whom ſhall grow up the rod of righ- 


teouſaeſs unto the Gentiles, to judge and fave 
all ſuch as call upon him. After this thall A- 
braham. Iſaac, and Jacob, riſe up again to 
life, and I and the princes my brethren, {hall 
Levi firit, I next, 


on the fifth, Ifachar the fixth, and fo all the 
reſt. And the Lord hath bleſſed us. Levi 
ſhall be the meſſenger of my preſence, Sime- 
on the power of my glory, Reuben heaven, 
fachar the earth, Zebulun the ſea, Joſeph 

che 
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the mountains, Benjamin the tabernacle, Dau 
the light, Nephtali the dainties, Gad the day- 
ſun, aud Aſer an olive-tree. And there ſhall 
be one people of the Lord, and one tongue; 
and there {hall be no more the falſe ſpirit of Be- 
lial, becauſe he ſhall be caſt into endleſs fire. 
They that are buried in ſorrrow, ſhall riſe in 


joy: and they that were poor for the Lord's 


ſake, ſhall be made rich. They that ſuffered pe- 
nury, ſhall have plenty: and they that are weak, 
ſhall be made ſtrong: they that died for the 
Lord's ſake, ſhall wake up unto life, and run 
in jacob: yea, they ſhall run ſkipping and 
leaping, and they ſhall fly as eagics for joy. 
But the ungodly ſhall be ſorrowful, and the 
ſinners ſhall mourn, and all people ſhall glorify 
the Lard for ever. Therefore, my children, 
keep all the law of the Lord, for. there 
is hope for all ſuch as walk aright. An hun- 
dred and nineteen years old do I die in your 
fight: let none of you bury me in coſtly 
clothes, nor rip up my belly, for ſo will rulers 
do, but carry me back unto Haron with you. 
Wich theſe words Judah died; and his child- 
ren doing in all things as he commanded them, 

buried him with his fathers in Hebron. | 


The Teſtament of Iſſachar, made to his child- 
ren at his death, concermng a Single Heart, 


HE copy of Iflachar's words; he call- 
ing his children about him, ſaid unto 
them, 
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zul them. Ye children of Iſſachar, hear your fa- 
y- ther, and hearken to the words of the belov- 
all ed of the Lord, I Jacob's fifth ſon in the re- 
je; ward of mandrake : For Reuben brought man- 
>| drakes out of the field, and Rachel meeting 
re. him, took them off him; thereat Reuben wept, 
in] and at his noiſe my mother Leah came out. 
4's} Now, the mandrakes were ſweet· ſcented apples, 
be- which the land of Aram bringeth forth in high 
ak, countries, by the water-vallies. And Rachel 
the] ſaid, I will not give thee theſe apples, becauſe 
un] they ſhall help me to children. Now there were 
nd two of theſe apples, and Leah ſaid, Doth it 
oy. not ſuffice thee, that thou haſt gotten away 
the] the husband of my virginity, but that thou 
rify wilt have this alſo? She anſwered, Let Jacob 
en, with thee to- night for thy ſon's mandrakes. 
ere! Leah ſaid unto her, Do not boaſt nor brag: 
1. for Jacob is mine, and I am the wife of his 
our youth. And Rachel anſwered, How fo? Was 
ſly he not firſt handfaſted unto me, and ſerved 
lers be not our father fourteen years for me? What 
— ſhall I do to thee? For many are the wiles 
i14.., and policies of men, and guile goes froward 
lem. upon earth, If it had been otherwiſe, thou 
"7 ſhouldeſt not have ſeen Jacob in the face at 
| this day, For thou art not his wife, but wert 
5 75 guilefully put to him in my ſtead; my father 
deceived me, and conveying me away that night, 
ſuffered me not to ſee him. For had I been 
call-I there, this had not come to paſs. Wherefore, 
WR take the one mandrake, and in lieu of the o- 
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ther, I grant thee him for one night; and Jacob 
knew Leah, who conceived, bare me, and 
called my name Iſſachar, becauſe of the hire. 
Then an angel of the Lord appeared unto Ja- 
cob, and faid that Rachel ſhould bear but two 
ſons, becauſe ſhe had forſaken the company 
of her husband, and choſen continency : and 
if my mother Leah had not given the two ap- 
ples for his company, ſhe ſhould have born 
eight children, whereas, by reaſon of that, ſhe * 
bore but fix, Rachel two, and becauſe God vi- 
ſited her in the mandrakes; for I knew that | 
ſhe greatly deſired to company with Jacob, for 
iſſues fake, and not for luſt of pleaſure: for 
ſhe laid up the mandrake and delivered it un- 
to Jacob the next day, and therefore God 
heard Rachel in the mandraxes, becauſe that 
although ſhe had a mind unto them, yet ſhe 
ate them not, but offered them to the prieit of 
the moſt High which was in thoſe days, and 
laid them up in the Lord's houſe. Therefore, 
my children, when I came into man's eſtate, I I 
walked with an upright heart, and became 
bayliff of husbandry unto my fathers, and 
brought them the fruits of their lands, in their 
due ſeaſons, and my father bleſſed me, when 
be ſaw bew I walked plainly and fimply. I. 
was no buſy body in my doings; I was got! 
hurtful nor ſpighiful to my neighbour : I. 
railed not upon any man, geither diſpraiſed 1 
the life of any that walked in ſingleneſs of mind. 
By reaſon hereof, when I was thirty years old, 
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I took a wife, becauſe labour had con ſum- 


ed my ſtreagth. I neither knew the plea- 
ſures of a woman through wantonneſs, but my 
labour made me to ſleep ſoundly, and my fa- 
ther did always rejoice of wy fimplicity, For 
whatſoever pains J took, firſt of all, I offered 
all the firſt-fruits, and the firſt ingendred cat- 
tle unto the Lord by the prieſt, and then gave 
my father the reſt, and the Lord doubled his 
benefits in my hands; yea, and jecob himſfeit 
perceived well that God wrought with my plain 
dealing. For unto every poor man, and un- 


to every man in adverfiity, gave I of the fruits 


of the earth, and with a ſingle heart. And 
now, my children, hearken, and walk in ſingle- 
ne ſs of mind; for i know that the Lord is very 
well pleaſed. with it, The ſingle hearted man 
covetcth not gold, undermineth not his neigh- 
bour, luſteth not after diverſity of meats, de- 
ſireth not ſhift of apparel, nor benighteth 
him{cif long time; but only hath an eye to 

3od's will, and the ſpirit of error can do no- 
thing againſt him; for he will not entertain a 


fair woman, leſt he ſhould defile his own mind; 


Wrath cvermaſtereth not his wit; envy melt- 
eth not bis ſoul ; neither doth bis mind run 
covetous pon gain; for he leadeth an upright 
life, and beholdeth all things with a fingle eye, 
excluding all burtfulneſs of worldly error, leit 
be ſhould overſee. any of the commandments 
of God, Therefore, my children, keep God's 
Jaw, and hold fait plainneſs; walk on in in- 

F 2 ncceney, 
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| nocency, and be not too inquiſitive into God's 
ſecrets, or of your neighbours doings; but 
love God and your neighbour; pity the poor 
and weak; bow down your back in husbandry 
and labour, in tilling of the earth in all man- 
ner of husbandry, offering preſents to the 
Lord with thankſgiving, who bleſſed the earth 
with increaſe, and a new ſpring of fruits, as 
he bleſſed all holy men from Abel to this day: 
[ul for there is none other portion given thee, 
5 than of the fatneſs of the earth, whoſe fruits | - 
nl come by pains-taking : for our father Jacob bleſ- 
ſed me with the benefits of the earth, and the 
\ firſtlings of fruits. Levi and Judah are glori- 
fied of the Lord amongſt the children of Jacob; 
for God hath planted himſelf in them, giving 
to the one the prieſthood, and to the other 
the kingdom: therefore obey ye them, and 
walk plainly as your father Jacob did: for 
unto Gad it is given to deſtroy the temptations {| 
of Iſrael, My children, I know that in the 
laſt days your children ſhall forſake plainneſs, 
and cleave to covetouſueſs, let go innocency, 
and follow, lewdneſs; leave God's command- 
ments, and ſtick unto Belial ; give over huſ- „ 
bandry, and gad after wicked devices, and 4 x. 
therefore ſhall they be ſcattered! amongſt the 
heathen, aud become bond-ſlaves to their e- 
nemies. | 
Wherefore, warn your children of it, that if | 
they fin, they may return quickly to the Lord; 
for he is merciful, and will deliver them, and 
| bring. 
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bring them home again into their own land. 
I am now an hundred twenty and two years 
old, and I know not any deadly fin upon me. 
I have not known any woman but my wife, 
neither have I committed whoredom in the luſt 
of mine eyes. I have not drunken wine unto 
drunkenneſs, neither have I coveted any plea- 
fant things of my neighbours. There hath 
been no guile in my heart, neither hath there 
any lying gone out of my lips. I have been 
forry with every man that was in heavineſs, 
and given my bread to the poor. I have not 
eaten my meat alone, nor moved the bounds 
and buttles of lands. I have been pitiful all 
the days of my life. and dealt truely in all 
caſes, I have loved the Lord with all my 
ſtreng th, and all men as my own children. My 
ſons, if you alſo do the like, all the ſpirits of 
Belial will fly from you; and nothing that miſ- 
chievous men can do againſt you, ſhall have 
„ power over you; you ſhall bring alt wild 
bdeaſts into ſubjection to you, becauſe ye have 
the Lord of heaven with you, if ye walk with 
him in ſingleneſs of heart. And he willed them 
do carry his body into Hebron, and to bury; 
Bim there in the cave with his fathers. Thus 
3 he ſtretched out his feet, and died in a good 
gage, having all his limbs ſtrong and ſound, and: 

ir Apt the fleep of all the world. 
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be Teſtament of Zebulun, made to his child. 


rex at his death, concerning Compaſſion and 
Mercy. 


HE charge that Zebulun gave to his 
children, in the hundred and four- 
teenth year-of his life, two and thirty years - 


after the deceaſe of Joſeph; and he ſaith un- 


to them; Hear ye me, ye ſons of. Zebulun, a a 
good gift to my father and mother, For when 
I was. begotten,” my father was greatly increaſ- 
ed in ſheep and cattle, by reaſon of the good 
luck that he had through the ſtraked rods. I 
wilt not, my children, I wiſt not, that I finned 
in thoſe days; for I conſidered not that I dealt 
wickedly through ignorance in Joſeph's caſe ; 
and 'moreover concealed it with my - brother's 
from our father, howbeit that I wept muck 


for it in ſecret: for I was fore afraid of my 


brothers, becauſe they had all conſpired toge- 

ther to ſlay him with the ſword that I ſhould | 
bewray that ſecret. Nevertheleſs, when they- * 

woulg hare killed him; I-beſought them moſt | 

earneſtly with tears, that they would not do | 1 
ſuch wickedneſs. For Simeon and Gad came 
upon joſeph to have. killed him: and Joſeph 
falling upon his knees, ſaid unto them; Have 
pity upon me, my brethren, have pity upon 
the bowels of our father Jacob: lay not your 
hands upon me, to ſhed innocent blood; for I 
bare not ſinned againſt you, If I have done 


amiſs, 
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ſoul. 
my heart trembled, and the joints of my body 


Alſo Joſeph wept, and I with him, and 


amiſs, nurture me with chaſtiſements, but lay 
not your hands upon me for our father Jacob's - 
ſake. Upon his ſaying of theſe words, I, be- 
ing moving with compaſhon, came and wept, 
and my heart melted within me, and all the 
ſabſtance of my bowels were looſned upon my 


quaked, and I was not able to ſtand. And 


when he ſaw me weeping with him, and them 
coming towards him to kill him, he fled be- 
hind me, and beſought them to take pity on 
Then Reuben ſtepping in, faid, Myr 
brethren, let us not kill him, but let us caſt 
him into the dry pit that our father digged, 


him. 


and found no water in it. God ſuffered not 
any water to ſpring up in it, becauſe it thould 


be a ſafe- guard to Joſeph; And ſo God did, 


till they ſold bim to the Iſhmaelites. Thus 


gave I no conſent to the {in againſt Joſeph: 
but Simeon, Gad, and the other of my bro- 
thers, taking money for Joſeph, bought ſhoes - 
with it, for themſelves, their wives, and their 
; children, ſaying, Let us not eat it, becauſe it 
is the price of our brother's blood: but let 


us tread and trample it under our feet, becauſe 


he ſaid, he ſhould reign over us, and we ſhall 
ſee what his dreams will come to. Wherefore 
in the ſcepter of Enoch's law, it is written of 
him that would not raiſe up ſeed to his bro- 
ther, I have logſed Foſeph's ſhoe. For when 
e came out of Egypt, the young men un- 

| buckled! 
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buckled Joſeph's ſhoes, at the gate, and fo 0 
we worſhipped Joſeph, as if he had been Pha- P. 
raoh: and not only worſhipped him, but al- 0 
fo kneeled down before him with bluſhing; and Þ** 
ſo were we put to ſhame before the Egypti- .“ 
ans; for afterward the Egyptians heard of all f“ 
the ill that we had offered and done to Joſeph. 
After the laying of him in the pit, my bro- 
thers ſer meat upon the table to eat, but L 
mourning for Joſeph, did taſte no meat by , 
the ſpace of two days, and two nights toge= [© 
ther; neither would Judah eat with them, but Þ'/ 
had an eye to the pit, becauſe he feared leaſt I?" 
Simeon and Gad ſhould ſtep there and kill 11 
him. When they ſaw that I eat nothing, p 
they ſet me to keep him till he was fold. He I 
was in the pit three days and three nights ſl 
without repait ere he was fold. Reuben hear- It 
ing that he was ſold in his abſence, rent his A 
garments, and wept, ſaying, How ſhall I look PA 
my father Jacob in the face. And therewith- 
al taking money, he ran after the merchant- X“ 
men; but he could not find them: for they RF” 
had left the king's high-way, and were gone a- 
way apace by lanes; and Reuben eat no meat 
that day. Dan therefore coming unto him, 
faid, Weep not, neither be ſad for the, boy: 4 
for I wot what we may ſay uno our father 
Jacob. We will kill a kid, and ſtain Joſeph's “ 
coat with the blood of it, and fay unto him; 
Zee if this be thy ſon's coat or no? For when 
they intended to ſell Joſeph, they ſtripped hi 


} 
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put of our father's coat, and put upon him an 
old coat of a bond ſervant. Simeon had gotten 
is coat, and would not deliver it unto us, but 
was minded to have cut it in pieces with his 
word: and he was angry that he was yet a- 
ive, and that he had not flain him. Then all 
ay brethren riſing up together, ſaid unto him; 
Why ſhouldeſt thou not give it unto us, ſeeing 
hat thou only art the worker of this miſchief 
by ln Iſrael? Hereupon he gave it them, and 

Y hey did as Dan had counſelled. And now, 


Ph y children, I warn you, to keep the Lord's 
eaſt ommandments ; be mercitul to your neigh- 


in Pours, and have inward compaſſion towards 
ing. Il not only men but alſo beaſts. For in that 
He kſpect the Lord bleſſed me, inſomuch that 
hen all my brothers were ſick, I eſcaped 
d ithout ſickneſs. For God knoweth every 
his Pan's intent. Therefore, my children, have 
2 5 in your bowels, becauſe that as a- 
y man dealeth with his neighbour, ſo will 
god deal with him. For the children of my 
chers fell fick alſo, and died for Joſeph's 
Ke, becauſe their fathers pitied him not; but 
y children were preſerved without ſickneſs, 48 
du k uw. And while I was upon the ſea- coaſt | 
Canaan, I fell to fiſhing for my father Jacob: 
. 4 9 whereas many others were drowned in the 
eph's I abode unburt. I was the firſt that 
. he a fiſher-boat to float on the ſea; for God 
e me underſtanding and wiſdom therein, 


that I did fer up a maſt in the boar, and 
 faſtned: 


him, 
boy: 


when 
d hi 


_ - - ————— ——— — —— — — 


70 The Teſtament of Zebulun. 


faſtned a ſail to the midſt of the wood, and 
coaſting along the ſhore in it, I fiſhed for my 
father's houſhold, till we came to Egypt; and 
for pity ſake, I gave of my fiſhing to every 
ſtranger that I met with. If there were any 
foreigner born, or any ſick body, or any aged 
perſon, I boiled my fith, and drefled it well 
according to every man's need, and carried it 
to them, comforting them, and having com- 
paſſion with them: therefore God made me 
to catch much fith in the fea. For he that 
giveth his neigh bour, receiveth the things mul- 
tiplied of the Lord. Five years did I fiſh, 
giving to every man man that I ſaw, and ſerv- 
ing all my father's houſe ſufficiently, In harveſt- 
time I fiſhed, and in winter-time 1 -fed ſheep 
with my brothers, Now, will J tell you what 
J did, I ſaw a miſerable man in the dead of 
winter, and having compaſſion upon him, I 
ſtole a garment privily out of my houle, and 
gave it the naked man: You therefore, my 
children, take pity indifterently of all men 
and ſhew mercy with the things which th 
Lord giveth you, and deal abroad to all men 
with a gcod heart. And if ye have not where 
with to ſuccour the needy out of hand, yet 
have compathon on him with inward. mercy 
My hand was not flack to give to him that want 
ed, and to ſpend the time with him, inſomuc 
that I have walked above ſeven furlongs wii! 
inch an one weeping, and my heart yearn 
ing upon him for compaſſion, You therefore 
m) 
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my children, have earneſt, and inward mercy 
towards all that are in miſery; that God hay- 
ing pity upon you, may be merciful to you like- 
wiſe. For in the laſt days God will ſend his 
mercy upon the earth, and whereſoever he 
findet h inward heart-mercy, there will he dwell: 
for, look how much mercy man ſheweth to his 
neighbour, ſo much will God ſhew to him 
again. Now when we came down into E- 
gypt, Joſeph minded not our evil dealings with 


him: but when he ſaw me, it made his heart 


yearn; whom do ye look upon, my children, 
and learn to forget the harm that is done to 
you. Love ye one another, and do not one 
of you think upon another's ill-dealing: for 
that breaketh unity, and diſpleaſeth al] kin- 
dred; and troubleth the mind. For he that 


is mindful of harm paſt, hath not the bowels 


of mercy. Mark the water, and ſce how it 
waſheth away the ſand, when the ſtones and 
timber are removed aſunder. And if a brook bz 
drawn into many ſtreams, the earth ſucketh it 
up, and it cometh to nothing; and ſo ſha!l you, 
if you be divided amongit yourſelves: therefore 
divide not yourſelves into two heads; for all 
things that God hath created have but one 
head apiece, He hath given a man two 
ſhoulders, rwo hands, and two feet, but yet 
do all the members obey one head? I know 
by the writings of my fathers, that in' the laſt 


4 days ye ſhall depart from the Lord, and be di- 


vided in Ifracl, following two kings, working 
all 
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all abomination, and worſhipping all manner 
of idols, and your enemies ſhall take you pri- 
ſoners, and you ſhall fit among the heathen in 
all miſery, tribulation and ſorrow of mind: 
and afterwards you ſhall remember the Lord, 
and repent, and he ſhall turn you again; for 
he is merciful and full of compaſhon, and 
thinketh not upon the lewdneſs of the children 
of men, becauſe they be fleſh, and the ſpirits 
of error beguile them in all their doings, 
After this ſhall God himſelf raiſe up unto you 
the light of righteouſneſs; and wholeſomneſs 
and mercy are in his puniſhment. He ſhall 
redeem all men from the bondage of Belial, 
and all the ſpirits of error ſhall be troden down; 
and he ſhall turn all nations to the following 
of him, and ye ſhall ſee God in the ſhape of 
man; for God hath choſen Jeruſalem, and 
God is his name : nevertheleſs, by the wick- 
edneſs of your words, you ſhall provoke him 
to wrath, and ye ſhall be caſt off, till the time 
of full finiſhing. And now, my children, be 
not {ad for death, neither be ye out of heart 
becauſe I leave you: For J ſhall riſe up among 
you, as a captain in the midſt of my tribe, a- 
mong as many as have kept the law of the 
Lord, and the commandments of their father 
Zebulun. But as for the wicked, God ſhall 
bring everlaſting fire upon them, and deſtroy 
them for ever. I return to my reſt, as my fa- 
thers have done: now fear you the Lord your 
God, with all your ſtrength all the days of 

your 


your life. As he had ſpoken theſe words, he 
fell afleep to his ſingular benefit: and his 
ſons laid him in a coffin, and carrying him 
back again unto Hebron, buried him there 
with his fathers. 


The Teſtament of Dan, made te his children 
at his death, concerning Anger and Lying. 


HE copy of Dan, his words which he 

ſpake unto them in his laſt day, in the 

hundred and twenty fifth year of his life, he 
called his tribe unto him and ſaid, 

Ye children of Dan, hear my ſayings, and 
give heed to the words of my mouth. TI liked 
in mine heart, and ſhewed in my whole lite 
the thing that is good ; for truth joined with 
right-dealing pleaſeth God well. I have hat- 
ed hurtful things, as lying and anger, be- 
cauſe they teach a man all manner of naugh- 
tineſs. I confeſs unto you, my children, this 
day, that I was glad in my heart at the death 
of Joſeph, that true and good man; and re- 
joiced at the ſelling of him, becauſe our fa- 
ther loved him more than us; for the ſpirit 
of ſpightfulneſs and pride ſaid unto me, Thou 
art his ſon too, as well as he, And one of the 
ſpirits of Belial wrought with me, ſaying, 
Take this ſword, and flay Joſeph with it, and 
when he is dead thy father ſhall love thee. 
Fhis was that ſpirit of ſpightfulnèſs which 


counſelled me to devour Joſeph, as the leo- 
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pard devoureth a kid. But the God of our 
father Jacob did not put him into my hands, 
nor ſuffered me to find him alone, that I might 
diſpatch two ſcepters in Iſrael by committin 

that wickedneſs. And now, my children, 
tell you of a truth, that unleſs you keep your- 
ſelves from this ſpirit of lying and wrath, and 
love truth and long-ſufferance, ye ſhall periſh, 
Wrath is blind, my children, and no wrath- 
ful man looketh truth in the face, becauſe 
that although they were his father and mo- 
ther, yet doth he hold them all his enemies; 
though he be his brother, yet he knoweth 
bim not; though he be the Lord's prophet, 
yet obeyeth he him not; tho? he be a righteous 
man, yet he regardeth him not; and tho” he be 
his friend, yet he conſidereth not. For the 
ſpirit of wrath beſetteth him with the friends 
of error, blinding his natural eyes, and dim- 
ing the eyes of bis wind, by falſehood, and 
giving to him a fight of his own making, 


And wherein bleareth he his eyes? In hatred |. 
of heart, for he giveth him a ſelf-willed heart 
againſt his brother ro ſpight him and envy | 


him. My ſons, wrath is miſchievous, for it 
becometh a ſoul to the foul, and ſubdueth the 
body to itſelf by overmaſtering the ſou], and 


giveth power to the body to work all wicked- | 
neſs; and when the ſoul bath wrought, it juſ- 


rifieth the thing done, becauſe it ſeeth not: 
Therefore he chat is wrathful, if he be a man 


of might, hath terrible power in his anger. 
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through he perſuadeth and overcomech his 
unrighteouſneſs; and a third, of the nature of 
his own body, which of itſelf worketh evil. 


And though he that is angry be a poor man, 


yet hath he his natural power doubled; tor 
the ſaid ſpirit doth always further his wicked- 
neſs, by cauſing his deeds to be matched with 
lying. Wherefore conſider the power of 
wrath, how vain it is. For he is in bitter 
ſpeech, and walketh at Satan's right-hand, 
that his deeds may be wrought in untruſtineſs 
and lying. For Satan doth firſt of all ſting 
him by ſpeech, and when he hath once pricked 
him forward, he ſtrengthneth him by deeds, 
and troubleth his underſtanding wich bitter 
nips and lofles, and ſo provoketh his mind to 


exceſſive wrath: therefore when any man ſpeak# 


eth againſt you, be not moved to anger; and 
if he praiſe you as good men, be not puffed 
up, nor changed to voluptuouſneſs and fierce- 
neſs of countenance; for when a man heareth 
a thing that miſliketh him, firſt it tickleth 


him, and ftingeth bis mind ſo that he thinks 


he hath juſt cauſe to be angry. Now there- 
fore, my children, if ye fall into any loſs and 
tinderance, be not out ot patience, for the 


{pirit of impatience maketh men to luſt for the 


thing that is forgone, and to be angry for the 
want of it, Bear your loſſes willingly, and be 
not unquiet for it: for unquictnefs engender- 

6 2 eth 


One chrough the help and the furtherance of 
his ſervants; another of his riches, where- 
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eth anger and untruth; and it is evil to have 
a double face. Anger and untruth talk one 
to another to trouble the underſtanding. And 
when the mind is cumbred with diſdain, the 
Lord departeth from it, and Belial getteth the 
dominion of it: Therefore, my children, keep 
the Lord's commandments and laws, eſchew un- 
truth, and hate it, that the Lord may dwell in 
you, and Belial fly from you. Speak every one 
of you truth to his neighbour, that ye fall noc 
willingly into incumbrance, and ſo ſhall ye be 
in quiet, and ye ſhall have the God of peace; 
war ſhall not prevail againſt you. Love the 
Lord all your lite long, and love ye one ano- 
ther with a ſoothfaſt heart. I am ſure 


Dan. 


that in the latter days ye ſhall depart from the 


Lord, and walk in naughtineſs, working the 
abominations of the Gentiles, and haunting 
wicked women in all lewdneſs, by the work- 
ing of deceirful ſpirits in you : For I have 
read in Enoch, that Satan is your prince, and 
that the ſpirits of fornication and pride, all 
play themſelves in laying ſnares for the child- 
ren of Dan, to make them fin before the Lord; 
But, my children. ſtick ye unto Levi, and look 
upon him in all things. The children of Judah 
Mall ſnatch away other mens goods like lions, 


through covetouſneſs. For this cauſe ſhall ye 
be led away with them into captivity, and there 
receive all the plagues of Egypt, and all the 


malice of the heathen : whereupon ye ſhall re- 


turn to the Lord, and obtain mercy, and he 


ſhall 
* 
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claim peace unto you, The Lord's ſaving 
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ſhall bring you into his holy place, and pro- 
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health ſhall ſpring up unto you out of the 
tribes of Judah and Levi. He ſhall make war 1 
againſt Belial, and give our young men the - 
victory in revengement. He ſhall deliver the 
impriſoned ſouls of the ſaints from Belial, and 
rurn your unbelieving hearts to the Lord, and 
give everlaſting peace to ſuch as call upon him. | 
The fainrs ſhall reſt in hie and the righte- 

ous ſhall rejoice in the new Jeruſalem, which 

ſhall glorify God for ever. Jeruſalem ſhalt 

no more be walted, nor Iſrael led into capti:; 

vity, becauſe the Lord ſhall be converſaut a- 

mong men in the midſt of it, and the holy One 

of Iſrael ſhall reign over you in lowlineſs and 
poverty, and he that believeth in him, ſhall 
certainly reign in heaven. Now, my children, 

tear the Lord, and beware of Satan and his 
ſpirits; and draw near to God, and the An- 

gel that excuſeth you: for he is the Mediator 


between God and man, to ſet peace in Iſrael. 
He ſhall ſtand againſt the kingdom of the ene - 
my, and therefore will the enemy labour to 
overthrow all that call upon the Lord; for he 
| knoweth, that whenſoever Iſrael decayeth, then 
ſhall his enemies kingdom come to ay end. 
But the ſaid Angel ſhall ſtrengthen Iſrael, that 


he come not to an evil end. At that time 
{hall Iſrael depart from iniquity, and the Lord 
thall viſit ſuch as do his will in all places of 


Urael, and among the heathen his name ſhall: 
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be, 'The Saviour. Therefore, my children;. 
keep yourſelves from all noiſome dealings, and 
put from you wrath, and all untruth. Love 
truth and mildneſs, and look what you have 
heard of your father, and deliver it over to 
your children, that the father of nations may 
receiye you, For he was ſooth-faft, long-ſut- 
fering, meek, lowly, and-a teacher of God's 
law by his. own werks. Therefore depart 
from all unrighteo® eſs of the Lord's law, and 
bury ye me by my fathers. In ſaying theſe 
words, he kiſſed them, and ſlept the ſleep of 
the world, and his ſons buried him, laying 
his bones by Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob. And 
like as Dan had propheſied to them, that they 


ſhould one day negle& God's law, and eſtrango 
_ themſelves from the off- ſpring and natiye coun · 


try of Israel, ſo it came to pals, 


T he Teſtament of -Naphtali, made to his child-. | 


ren at his death, concerning Goodneſs, 


\ HE copy of Naphtali's Teſtament, con- 

cerning the things which he diſcourſ- 
ed at the end of his time in the hundred and 
thirty ſecond year of his life. At the coming 
of his children together, in the ſeventh month, 
the fourth day of the month, he being yet in | 
good health, commanded a ſumptuous feaſt, 


and great chear to be prepared. When he a- 


woke in the morning from ſleep, becauſe he 


Was eyen at death's door, he praiſed the Lord 


that 
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that had ſtrengthned him, and began to ſpeak 
to his children in this wiſe; My children, give 


ear to Naphiali; hearken to your father's 


words: I was born of Bilhah, and becauſe Ra- 
chel dealt craftily in putting Bilhah to Jacob in 
her own ſtead, and Bilhah was dehvered of me 
in Rachel's lap, therefore was I called Naphtali: 
Rachel loved me becauſe I was born on her lap, 
and ſhe kiſſed me when J was a little one, ſay- 
ing, God let me ſee a brother of thine out of 
mine own womb after thee. By reaſon where- 
of Joſeph was like to me in all things, accord» 
ing to Rachel's requeſt, Now, my mother 
Bilhah was the daughter of Rotheus, the bro- 
ther of Debora, Rebecca's nurſe, and was born 
the ſelf-ſame day that Rachel was born: for 
Rotheus was a Chaldean, of Abraham's kind- 
red a worſhipper of God, free-born, and a 
nobleman, Howbeir, forſomuch as he was 
taken priſoner, Laban bought him, and mar- 
ried him to a bond-woman of his, called Eve, 
who brought him forth a ſon, whom he named 
Zeliphas, after the name of the caſtle wheres» 
in he was taken. Afterwards ſhe bare Bil- 
hah, calling her, her new-haſty daughter, be- 
cauſe ſhe was fond of the dug as ſoon as ſhe 
was born. And becauſe I was as ſwift of foot 
as a ſtag, my father Jacob appointed me to 
run all meſſages and errands, and blefled me 
by the name of Stag. For as the potter know- 
eth what his veſſel thall contain, and temper- 
eth his quantity, of clay thereafter: ſo the 
| os Lord 
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Lord maketh a man's body proportionable to 
the ſpirit that he will put into it, and fitteth 
the ſpirit to the body, ſo that there is no in- 


equality or odds betwixt them; for all the 


Lord's creatures are made by weight, meaſure 
and rule. And as the potter, knoweth the 
ale of every one of them to what things 
they be meeteſt, fo the Lord knoweth the bo- 
dy, how far it is fit tor goodneſs, and when it 


beginneth in evil: for there is not any creature 


reaſonable nor unreaſonable, which the Lord 
knoweth not, for he hath created all men after 
his own image: and as man's ſtrength is, ſo is his 
works; as is his will, ſo is his work; as is his 


forecaſt, ſo is his doings; as is his heart, ſo 


is his mouth; as ts his eye, ſo is his ſleep; and 
as is his mind, ſo is his talk, either of the law 
of the Lord, or of the law of Belial. And look 
what diverſity is between light and darkneſs, 
or between ſight and hearing, the ſame di- 


verſity is there in man and woman; neither is 
it to be ſaid, that there is any bitterneſs in a- 
ny thing, either of the face, or of either like 
things, for God hath made all things good in 
their order or degree: he bath ſet the five 
wits in the head, and knit the head to the 
neck, and covered it with hair for his glory. 
Moreover, he hath aſſigned the heart to wiſ- | 


dom, the belly to the voidance of the ſtomach, 


the breaſt to health, the liver to anger, the 

gall to bitterneſs, the ſpleen to laughter, the 

kidneys to craftineſs, the loins to Aa 
(ae. 


| 
{ings of Enoch, that you alſo ſhall depart from 
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the ribs to comelineſs, the ſeed to luſtineſs, and 
fo forth. So my children, do all things in or- 
der, and in the tear of God; neither do ye a- 
ny thing diſorderly in ſcorn, or out of due 
ſeaſon, for thou canſt not command the eye 
to hear, neither canſt thou do the works of 
light in darkneſs: therefore haſte you not to 
mar your doings through covetouſneſs, or to 
beguile your own ſouls with fond talk: for by 
holding your peace with a clean heart, ye ſhall 


be able to keep the will of God, and to caſt 


away the will of the devil. The ſun, moon, 
and ſtars break not their order, neither break 
you God's law in the order of your doings. 


The Gentiles by going aſtray, and by forſaking 


the Lord, have changed their order, and fol- 


lowed ſtocks and ſtones, and ſpirits of error, 
But do not you ſo, my children; know ye that 


your only one God is the Lord in the {kies, 


on the earth, in the ſea, and of all creatures, 


for he is the maker of them; and be not like 


Sodom which altereth the order of her nature: 


| 
- Þ 


p 
| 


likewiſe, the waters altered the order of their 
nature, when God curſed the people in the 
flood, making the earth defolate and fruit- 
leſs for their fakes. My children, I fay theſe 
things, becauſe I have read in the holy writ- 


the Lord, and walk in all the wickedneſs of 


Sodom, and the Lord ſhall bring thraldom 
upon you, fo as you ſhall ſerve your ene- 


mies, and be pinched with all manner of tri- 
bulation 


8 


- : 288 
_ — 2 S - A — — 
— — — — 
— — - — ————̃ Ran — 
— 


— - 
— — — — Fꝓ—G— — — — — 
— = — — _ 


— 


bulation and pain, till God conſume you every 
one; and when ye be made few and ſmall, ye 
{hall turn again, and know the Lord your God, 
and he ſhall bring you again unto your own 
land, according to his manifold mercy: and 
it ſhall come to paſs, that when they ſhall be 
come iuto the country of their fathers, they 
ſhall forget the Lord again, and deal wickedly 
ſo as the Lord ſhall ſcatter them all over the 
face of the whole earth, till, in the mercy of 
the Lord, come a man that poureth out mer- 
cy and righteouſneſs upon all men both far] 
and near: for in the fortieth year of my 
life, upon mount Olivet, towards the eaſt-fide 


, De Tam 7 ; VOID / 


6: Jeruſalem, I ſaw the ſun and the moon 
ſtand ſtill, and behold Iſaac my father's fa- 


ther, ſaid to us, Come hither apace, and eve- 
ry one of you take hold, according to his 
ſtrength; for the ſun and moon may be caught. 
And we came running altogether, and Levi] 
caught hold of the fun, and Judah jumping up 
caught hold of the moon, and were both of 
ihem lifted up with them. And whenas Levi 
became as the ſun, a certain young man deli-f 
vered him twelve boughs of palm-tree, and 
Judah ſhined as the moon, and twelve beams, 
or rays were under his feet, and Levi and Ju- 
dah running together, beheid one another.] 
And behold, there was a bull upon earth that 
had great hiorne, and eagles wings upon his back, 
and ue would have caugkt him, but we could 
not, for Joſeph ſtepping before us, caught 
him, 
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torun on all ſides. 
boat, and we were all divided upon twelve 
| boards, and Levi and Judah was amongſt us, ſo 
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him, and mounted aloft upon him. And be- - 
hold there appeared unto us an holy writing, 
ſaying, The Aſſyrians, Medes, Elamites, Ga- 
lathites, Chaldees and Syrians, ſhall hold the 


83 


ſcepter of Iſrael in thraldom. And again, 


ſeven months after, I faw our father Jacob 


ſtanding in the ſea of Jamma, and us his {ons 
with him: and behold, there came a ſhip ſail- 
ing by, full of dried fleſh, without mariner 
or pilot; upon the ſhip was witten Jacob, 
and our father ſaid to us, Let us go to our 
ſhip: when we were within it, there roſe a 
ſore tempeſt, and a mighty gale of wind, and 


our father who held the ſtern, flew away 


from us, and then we being tofled with the 
ſtorm, were carried into the ſea, and our ſhip 
was filled with water, and weather-bearen, and 
Then Joſeph fled out in the 


were we ſcattered on all coaſts, as Levi bein 

clad in ſackcloth, prayed unto the Lord for us 
all. As ſoon as the tempeſt was allayed, the 
ſhip came quickly to land, and behold our fa- 


ther Jacob came, and we rejoiced altogether 


Ju- 


with one mind: I told my father theſe two 


her.] dreams; and he ſaid to me, theſe things muſt 
that be fulfilled in their time, and Iſrael muſt en- 


ick, dure many things. 


Then ſaid he further to 


ld me, I believe that Joſeph is alive, for I ſee 
guty that the Lord doth always number him with 
umd us. And he faid, Thou liveſt, my fon Joſeph, 


but 


84 fe 7 eſtament of Naphtal:, 


but yet I ſee thee not, neither ſeeſt thou Ja- 
cob that begat thee: truly he made us to weep 
at theſe words of his, and my bowels glowed 
* within ine, to bewray unto him that Joſeph 
was ſold, being afraid of my brethren, Be- 
hold, my ſans, 1 have ſhewed you the laſt 
times, and all things that ſhall be done in If- 
rae]: you therefore command your children 
to be helpful unto Levi, and Judah; for by 


Judah ſhall health and wealth ſpring up unto 


Iſrael, and in him ſhall Jacob be bleſſed. For 
by his ſcepter ſhall God appear, and dwell 
amongſt men upon earth, to fave the flock of 
Iſrael, and to gather the righteous from a- 


mongſt the heathen, My children, if you dof 
well, both men and angels ſhall praiſe and 


bleſs you, and God ſhall be glorified by you 


amongſt the Gentiles; the devil ſhall flee from | 
you, the beaſts ſhall ſtand in awe of you, and 
the Angels ſhall receive you; for like as if a 
man bring up his children well, the child giv- 
eth and endeavoureth always to be mindful . 
and thanktul, ſo of good works there is a 
good remembrance with God. But as for him | 
that doth not good, him ſhall men and angels} 
curſe, and God ſhall be diſhoncured through | 
him among the Gentiles : and the devil ſhall | 
poſleſs him, as a peculiar veſſel and inſtru- 


ment, and all beafts ſhall overmaſter him, and 
the Lord ſhall hate him: for the command- 
ments of the law are of two ſorts, and are ful- 
filled in work. For there is a time for a man 
f ro, 


The Teſtament of Naphtal:. 85 


to company with his wife, and a time to for- 
bear her, that he may give himſelf to prayer. 
There is two commandments which breed fin, 
except they be done in their due order, and 
ſo it is in the reſt of the commandments; there- 
fore be you wiſe, and ſkilful in the Lord, 
knowing the order of his commandments, and 
the laws of all things, that God may love you, 


Having commanded them many other ſuch 


things, he prayed them to convey his bones 


to Hebron, and to bury him by his fathers. 


And ſo eating and drinking with a merr 


heart, he covered his face, and died. And 


Naphtali's children did all things according as 
their father had commanded them, 


The Teſtament of Gad, made to his children | 


at his death, concerning Hatred. 


things that he ſpake to his children, in 


the hundred and ſeventh year of his life, ſay- 
ing, I was Jacob's ſeventh ſon, and ſkilful and 
ſtrong in keeping of ſheep. 
by night, and when there came any lion, 
leopard, wolf, bear, or other wild beaſts, 
upon our cattle, I ran to it, and killed it. 


] kept the flocks 


Jo- 
ſeph alſo did feed ſheep with us about thirty 


days, who being tender, fell ſick by reaſon of 
overmuch heat, and went home to Hebron to 
his father, whom he lodged by himſelf, be- 
A he loved him. And Joſeph told our fa- 
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ther, that the ſons of Bilbah waſted his goods 
at Zilpha, and made havock of them without 
the knowledge of Judah and Reuben, for he 
knew that I had reſcued a lamb out of a 
bear's mouth, and killed the bear, and that 
becauſe the lamb could not live (which thing 
grieved me) we killed it alſo, and ate it. He 
cold our father of ir, and our brothers were 
greatly diſcontented with his doings, even to the 
day that he was fold into Egypt; and the ſpi- 
rit of hatred was in me, in ſomuch as J could 


not find in my heart to hear Joſeph ſpeak, or 


to ſee him, becauſe he. had rebuked us openly 
for eating the lamb without Judah. To be 


ſhort, he made our father believe whatever he 


told him. But now I acknowledge my fin, 
my children, that I was often in mind to have 
killed him, for I hated him from my heart, 
and I was utterly without compaſſion toward 
bim; and the cauſe of this my great hatred 
was his dreams, for which I would have de- 
vqured him, as an ox eateth up graſs from the 


earth: And for that cauſe I and Judah fold | 


him to the Iſhmaelites for thirty gilderns, of 
the which we kept ten privily, and ſhewed the 
other twenty to our brethren : Aud fo covet- 
ouſneſs perſuaded me to wiſh his death. Bur 
the God of our fathers delivered him out of 
my hands, to the intent I ſhould not do fuch 
wickedneſs in Iſrael. And now, my children, 
give ear to the words of truth, that ye may 
live righreouſly, and keep the law of the High- 

eſt, 
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eſt, and not go aſtray thro? the ſpirit of ha- 
tred, for that is evil in all mens doings. What- 
ſoever another man doth, that doth the hater 
miſlike and abhor. If one keep the law of the 
Lord, he praiſeth it not: If one fear the Lord, 
and deal righteouſly, him he loveth not, but 
diſpraiſeth the truth : He envieth him that or- 


dereth his way aright; he embraceth back- 
bing ; he lo: eth ſcornfulneſs ; and becauſe 
that hatred hath blinded his mind, he doth to 
his neighbours as we did to Joſeph : there- 
fore, my children, keep yourlelves from ha- 
tred, becauſe it committeth wickedneſs, even 
againſt the Lord: for it will not hear the words 
of God's commandment concerning the loving 
of a man's neighbour, but ſinneth ſpitefully 
againſt God, If a brother offend, by and by 
it blazeth him abroad, and is haſty to have 
him condemned and killed, or puniſhed for 
his offence. And if the offender be a ſervant 
or bovd- man, it accuſeth him to his maſter, 
and deviſeth all means that may be to perſe- 
cute him, and to put him to death if it be poſ- 


| ſible; for hatred worketh with ſpitefulneſs, and 


is always forry to hear or {ce men go forward 
or proſper in well doing. For like as love 


beareth good-will even to the dead, and wiſh- 
eth them alive, and would (if it were poſſible) 
ay them from death, which are condemned to 
die; ſo hatred ſeeketh to flay the living, and 
deemeth them unworthy of life, which have 
plicaded never ſo * For the ſpirit of 


hatred 
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hatred doth, through cankred frowardneſs of 
heart, work jointly with Satan in all things, 
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even to the death and deſtruction of men: 


But the fpirit of love doth, thro' long-ſufferance 
work with God's law, to the welfare of men. 
Hatred is evil, becauſe it abideth with lying, 
{peaking continually againſt the truth, mak- 
ing a great ado of {mail matters, overſhadow- 
ing the light with darkneſs, counting ſweet to 
be ſour, teaching flanderouſneſs, war, wrong, 
and abundance of all miſchief, and finally fil- 
ling the heart with deviliſh poiſon. My child- 
ren, I ſpeak theſe things upon experience, to 
the intent ye ſhould eichew hatred, and flick 


to godly love. Righteouſneſs driveth out ha- 


tred, and lowlineſs killeth it; for a righteous 
and lowly perſon is aſhamed to do wrong, not 
for fear of rebuke, but for conſcience ſake, 


becauſe God ſeeth his intent. He backbiceth 


no man, becauſe the fear of the Higheſt over- 
cometh hatred: For the tear of the Lord of- 
tendeth pot, neither will do any man wrong, 


no not even in thought. At length I came 


to the knowledge of theſe things, when 1 0 
repented me of my dealings toward joſeph 

For true repentance that 1s according to God's 
will, mortifieth a man to obedience, chaſeth 
away darkneſs, enlighteneth the eyes, giveth 
knowledge to the mind, and leadeth the foul 
to ſalvation. And whatſoever men know not 
of themſelves, that doth repentance teach 


them: For it brought upon me the pain of 
the 


549 a 60 WW has A © ted woes £255 Sod: ans 


Q, © 9 go - 


The Teſtament of Gad. 89 


the heart; and if my father Jacob's prayers 
had not been, ſurely [ had died out of hand: 
For look wherein a man ſinneth, by the ſame 
he is puniſhed. _ Foraſmuch therefore as my 
heart was mercileſs toward Joſeph, I ſuffered 
God's rigorous juſtice in my heart by the ſpace 
ot eleven months, that the time of my puniſh- 
ment might fall out even with the time that 
I urged the ſelling of Joſeph. Now therefore, 
my children, each of you love his brothers, 
and put away hatred from your hearts, loving 
one another in deed, word, and thought of 


mind. For before my father's face, I ſpake 


mildly of Joſeph, but behind his back, 
the ſpirit of hatred darkned my underſtanding, 
and tempted my mind to kill him, Where- 
tore love ye one another heartily; and if any 


of you offend other, tell him of it gently, 


driving out the poifon of hatred, and ſuffer- 
ing no deceit in heart. And if the offender. 

confeſs it, and be ſorry for it, give it him: 
and if he deny it, ſtrive not with him, leſt 
he fall to ſwearing, and ſo fin double. Let no 
ſtranger hear you uttering one another's ſe- 
crets in variance, leſt he turn to be your ill-wil- 
ler, and work ſome great miſchief again{t you, 
for he will talk guilefully with thee, and un- 
dermine thee to do thee a ſhrewd turn, taking 
his poiſon at thine own hand. Therefore, if 
he deny it, and be aſhamed of it, and hold his 
peace when he is rebuked, draw him not out, 


for in denying he repenteth him ſo as he will 
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no more-offend thee, and be in quiet. But if 
he be unſhamefac'd, and abide by his naughti- 
neſs, then refer the revengement of it to God 
with all thy heart. If another man proſper 
more than thou, be not grieved at it, bat pray 
for him, that he may have perfect proſperity. | 7 
For pecadventure it may be to your own benc!.t, 
And if he be exalted more and more, envy 
him not; but remember that all fleſh ſhall die;. 
and praiſe God for it, who giveth good and 
profitable things to all men. Seek the Lord's. | 
zudgmeats, and ſo thy mind ſhall. let him a- in 
lone and be in quiet. Now, if a man be en- h 
riched by evil means, as Eſau my-father's bro- | 
ther was, enyy him not; for in ſo doing ye | . 
controul the Lord, who either taketh away his T 
benefits from the wicked, or leaveth them ſtill. Þ of 
to the repentant, or elſe reſerveth them to the I at 
unrepentant-to their endleſs puniſhment. For | o1 
the poor man having ſufficient of all things, give | it 
eth thanks unto the Lord, and is enriched of allt 
men, becauſe men wiſh him no harm; there- ei 
fore, my children, away with hatred out of a 
your hearts, and love one another with a Tight. | 
meaning mind, Alſo, will your children to 
honour Levi and Judah, for out of them ſhall 
the Lord make the Saviour. of Iſrael to come. 
I know that in the end, your children fhall : 
depart from them, and walk in all manner of- 
miſchief, naughtineſs, and corruption before 
the Lord. And, after a little paufing, he ſaid 
Again, My ſons, hear me your. father, Bury 
me: 
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f | me by my fathers, and ſo plucking up his feet, 
- he flept in peace; and after five years, they 
1 carried him thence, and laid him with his fa- 
r | thers in Hebron. 

* f 7 

'.. | The Teſtament of Aſher, made to his children 
's at his death, concerning two faces of Viss 
7 and Virtue. 

d | PHE copy of Aſher's teſtament, and of 
3 the things that he ſpake to his children, 


in the. 110 year of his life, being ſtill in 
health; he ſaid unto them, Ye children of A- 
>- | ſher, hearken unto your father, and I will ſhew 
you all things that are right before the Lord, 
is | The Lord hath given two ways unto-the ſons 
of men, two minds, two doings, two places, 
e and two ends; and therefore all ways may be 
r | one, yea, though they be contraries, as are 
v- | the ways of good and evil. Alfo there are 
JI. F two minds in our breaſts, which do move us 
e- || either to honeſty or diſhoneſty : Therefore, if 
of a man be led to goodneſs, all his doings are 
at. | occupied about righteouſneſs, and if that he 
to | do any thing amiſs, by. and by he repenteth 
ll Þ him; for in as much as his mind is bent to 
e. | righteouſneſs, he putteth away naughtineſs, 
1!ll:Þ and out of hand amendeth his miſdeeds, and 
of correcteth the corruptions of his mind: But 
reif his mind incline unto evil, all his doings tend 
id | unto naughtineſs, inſomuch that he thruſteth 
ry: ay the good, and taketh unto him the _ 


92 The Teſtament of Her. 


, 
. A . ep 
. ——_ 


becauſe he is under the dominion of Belial, and 


if he do any good thing, he turneth the ſame 


unto evil: For if he begin to do any good, he 
bringeth the end of his doings to an evil work, 
becauſe the treaſure of his heart is infected 
with the venom of a deviliſh and miſchievous 


ſpirit, and therefore the evil over-maſtereth 


the good in his mind, and bringeth the end of 
the thing to naughtineſs. Some men ſhew 


compaſſion upon him that ſerveth his turn in 


naughtineſs, that man hath two faces, and that 
deed of his is ſtark lewdneſs. Another man 
loveth ungraciouſneſs, and he is lewd likewiſe: 
and although he could find in his heart to die 
for the compaſſing of his evil, yet it is mani- 
felt that he is double-faced, and his doing is 
altogether ſtark naught; for his loye being 
but lewdneſs, doth (as it were) cloak his evil 
with a good name, whereas the drift of his 


doings tendeth unto a wicked end. Another, | 


he alſo doth open wrong, pilleth and polleth, 


is covetous, and pitieth not the poor. He | 
hath alſo a double face, and all is ſtark naught; 
for in being niggardly towards his neighbours, 
he provoketh God's wrath, and denieth the 
Higheſt, in not pitying the poor. He de-| 
ſpifeth and ſpighteth the Lord, who is the | 
commander of the law; he ſuffereth not the 


poor to reſt; he defileth his own ſoul to make 
his body gay; he killeth many, and pitieth 
few: this is the part of a double-faced perſon, 
Another committeth whoredom and fornica- 


don, 
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93 
tion, or vexeth men piteouſly with his power 
and riches, and yet abſtaineth from meats: 
his faſt is naught, for he doth the command- 
ments with an evil confcicace, and that is 
double-faced dealing, which is altogether 
naught. Such manner of folk are right ſwine 
and hares, for they ſeem to be halt-clean : but 
in very deed they be uiterly unclean. You 
therefore, my children, become not like them, 


neither bear you in one hood two faces, the 


one of goodneſs, and the other of naughtineſs, 
but ſtick all only unto goodneſs; for in good- 
neſs doth God reft, and men like it well. 
Shun naughtineſs, and kill the devil in your 
good works: for they that are double-faced, 
{erve not God, but their own luſts, becauſe 
they ſeek to pleaſe Belial, and ſuch as are like 
themfſeives. Now, though plain-dealing men, 
and ſuch as pretend but one face, are taken 
for offenders, at the hands of ſuch as bear two 
faces, yet are they righteous before God, For 
many, in killing wicked perſons, do two works 
at once; namely, good by evil: but indeed 
the whole work is good, becauſe that he 
which rooted out the evil, bath deitroyed it. 
Zome men hating his neighbour, mercifully 
blameth him for his adultery, or their, ſuch a 
one is double-faced, but yet is the whole wort: 
good, becauſe he followed the Lord's ex- 
ample, not reſpe&inr, wi: feemeth good, 
when it is evil indeed. A will not make 
merry with rioters, leſt he ſhould be ſtained 
by 


K | 
by them, and defile his own foul: This man 
alſo is double-faced, but yet is all bis doings 
good: and he is like a roe or ſtag, which in 
a common wild herd, ſeem to be un clean. and 
yet are altogether clean, becauſe he waiketh 
in the zeal of the Lord, ſhunning and hating 
thoſe whom God willeth to be ſhunned in his 
commandments, and fo killeth he evil with 
well-doing. See therefore, my ſons, how there 
are two in all things, one againſt the other, 
and the one hidden under the other, Death 
ſucceedeth to life, ſhame to glory, night to day, 
and darkneſs to light. All righteous things 
are under life and light, therefore doth eter- 
nal life over-maſter death. It is not to be ſaid, 
that truth is untruth, righteouſneſs or right 
wrong, becauſe that as all things are under 
God, fo all truth is under light. I have prac- 
tiſed alt theſe things in my life, and not ſtray- 
ed from the truth of the Lord, but ſought out 
the commandments of the Higheſt, to the ut- 


termoſt of my power, and walked with one 


face in goodneſs. Take heed therefore, my 


children, to the Lord's commandments, and 
follow the truth with one fingle face: For 


they that are double-faced, ſhall be doubly 


puniſhed. The fpirit of error hateth the man 
that fighteth againſt it, Keep the law of the 


Lord, and regard not evil that ſeemeth good, 


but have an eye to the thing that is good in- 
deed, and keep the fame, returning to the 
Lord in all his commandments, and veſting 


upon | 
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upon him; for the end whereat men do aim, 
do ſhew their righteouſneſs : and know the 
angels of the Lord from the angels of Satan; 
for if ye cleave to wicked ſpirits, your ſouls 
{hall be tormented of the wicked ſpirits whom 
ye ſerve, in wicked luſts and works: But if 
ye quietly and cheerfully acquaint yourſelves 
with the angel of peace, he ſhall comfort you 
in your vfe time. My children, become not 
like the Sodomites, which knew not the an- 
gel, and periſhed for ever. For I am ſure, 
that ye ſhall fin, and be delivered into the 
hand of your enemies; your land ſhall be laid 
waſte, and ycurſelves ſhall be ſcattered into 
the four corners of the earth, and be deſpiſed 
as unprofitable water, in your diſperſing a- 
broad, until the Higheſt do viſit the earth, 
eating and drinking as a man with men, and 
breaking the ſerpenc's head in pieces without 
noiſe, He ſhall fave Iſrael, and all the Hea- 


then by water, being God hidden in man, 
| Therefore, tell your children theſe things, 
that they neglect not God's law, written in the 
tables of heaven. 


that they ſhall give no credit to the law of the 


For the time ſhall come, 


Lord; and you falling into naughtineſs, ſhall 
deal wickedly againſt God, giving no heed to 
his law, but unto men's commandments. For 
this cauſe ſhall ye be ſcattered abroad, as my 
brothers Gad and Dan, which were not a- 
quainted with their own country, tribe, and 


tongue, Neveriheleſs, the Lord ſhall gather 


you 
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you together again in faith, for the hope of 
his mercy, for Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob's 

ſake. When he had ſo ſaid, he commanded 
them to bury him 1n Hebron: and he died, 
ſleeping a good ſleep; and afterwards his ſons, 
doing as he had willed them, carried him back, 
and buried him with his fathers, 


The Teſlament of Joſeph, made to his children 
at his death concerning Chaſtity and Patience. 


Y ſons, and my brethren, hear ye Jo- 

ſeph, the well- beloved of Iſrael. My 
children hear your father. I have known 
in my life envy and death, with the which 
my brethren would have deſtroyed me; for 
they hated me, and God loved me; they would 
have killed me, and the God of my fathers 
kept me; they put me into a pit, and the 
moſt High brought me out again, I was fold 
as a bond-man, and the Lord made me free, 
and his ſtrong hand helped me, I was keeped 
in hunger, and the Lord himſelf nouriſhed me; 


I was left alone, and the Lord comforted me; | 


J was fick, and the Lord viſited me; I was in 
priſon, and the Saviour made me glad; I was 
faſtned in chains, and the Lord unbound me; 
he pleaded my cauſe in the accuſations of the 
Egyptian; and not only delivered me from 


envy and deceit, but alfo exalted me, inſomuch 
that Potiphar, chief ſteward of Pharaoh's 
houſe did lend me lodgiog, where I was in 
jeopardy 
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jeopardy of my life, by reaſon of a ſhameleſs 


woman, which enticed me to do naughtineſs 
with her, through the flame of voluptuouſ- 
neſs burning about her breaſt; I was caſt in 
priſon for her, I was beaten and mocked for 
her; yet the Lord cauſed the keeper of the 
priſon to be moved with mercy towards me. 
He forſaketh not them that fear him, neither 
in darkneſs, neither in bonds, neither in tribu- 
lation, or neceſſities. God is not aſhamed as 
a man; neither dreadeth he as man; neither 
ſhaketh or thrinketh he for fear as earthly men. 
He is preſent in all places, and in their mot! 
grievous ſorrows he comforteth his. He go- 
eth away for a ſeaſon to try the thoughts ol 
their mind. He found me truſty in ten temp- 
tations, and in every one I was conſtant and 
preſerved: For ſufferance is a great medicine, 
and cauſeth much goodneſs. How often did 
the Egyptian threaten my death? How often 
was I puniſhed, and yet the woman called me 
again? How often did ſhe threaten me to 


die, becauſe I would not have to do with her? 


She ſaid unto me, Thou ſhalt have governance 
of me, and all that be mine, if thou wilt give 
thyſelf unto me, and obey my deſire, and thou 
{halt be lord over us: But I remembered the 
words of my father Jacob, aud entering into 
my chamber, made my prayer to the Lord, 
and faſted ſeyen days; yet I appeared uato 
the Egyptian in the ſelf-ſame eſtate of holy, 
as if I had lived in pleaſures and delights: 
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For they that faſt for God, receive beauty of gyp 
face. When I had vine given unto me, II the 
drunk none; and faſting three days, I took] ſon 
my meat daily, and gave it to the ſick and the 
needy, and early I awaked unto the Lord, and] afte 
wept for Memphitica the Egyptian, becauſef fort 
the was evermore troubling of me. She camef per 
unto me in the night, as though ſhe would his 
have viſited me. Aud firſt, truly, becauſe ſhef thy 
had never a fon, ſhe feigned to take me as herf wil 
ſon; and I prayed to God to fend her a fon : neſ 
Until which time ſhe embraced me, as though] tere 
I had been her ſon, and I perceived not the] tulf 
cauſe. And for a concluſion, ſhe drew me to] pra 
have done fornication with her, and remem- Ag 
bering myſelf, was ſorrowful to the death.] tho 
And when ſhe was gone out, I came to my-Þ my 
ſelf, and ſorrowed many days, for 1 perceivedf to 1 
her deceit and error. And I ſpake unto herſ my 
the words of the moſt high God, if peradven-· be 
ture the might be turned away from her per- do 
nicious concupiſcence. Many times, as to q def 
holy man, ſhe ſpake flattering words to me, in t 
not without deceit, landing my chaſtity before ſha! 
her husband, which would utterly have def} qui 
ſtroyed me: both manifeſtly and fecretly, the/ tha 
ſaid unto me, Fear not my husband, for he i fo | 
perſuaded of thy chaſtity; for if fo be thai beg 
any man ſhewed him of thee and me, he could thii 
not believe it. Becauſe of this, I covered me 
me with ſackcloth, and laid me flat on the} An 
\ earth, and prayed unto I God, that 


he 


* — 
he would deliver me from this woman of E- 
gypt. When ſhe could do nothing this way, 
ſhe came unto me again armed with other rea- 
ſons; that is to ſay, that ſhe would fain learn 
the word of God of me, and began to ſpeak 
after this manner, If thou wilt have me to 
forſake mine idols, follow my deſire, and I will 
perſuade my husband the Egyptian to go from 
his idolatry, and we ſhall walk in the law of 
thy God. I made anſwer to theſe things, God 
will have none to worſhip him with unclean- 


# neſs, neither hath he any pleaſure in adul- 


terers: and ſhe held her peace, deſiring to 
tulfil her concupiſcence. And I faſted and 
prayed, that God might deliver me trom her. 
Again, at another time the ſaid unto me, If 


th. thou wilt not do adultery with me, I will kill 


my prince, and ſo by the law I ſhall take thee 
to my husband. When T heard that, 1 rent 
my garment, and ſaid, Woman, I pray thee 


be aſhamed of thefe things before God, and 
do thou not ſuch an abominable thing, neither 
a; deſpair utterly, that thou drown not thyſelf 
iii thine own evil; for if thou. thus go about, I 


ſhall utterly declare the thoughts of thine iui- 


|| quity. Sbe fearing theſe things, prayed me 


that I would not bewray her naughtineſs, and 


5 1o departed. Yet again, the went about to 


beguile me with gifts, ſending unto me all 
things that men have weed of, and ſhe ſent 
me meat ſtrawed about with enchantment. 
And as the eunuch brought it in, I beheld, 
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and ſaw a terrible fellow giving me a ſword 
with the diſh, and I perceived that ſhe went 
about to deceive me. And when ſhe was gone 
I wept, and touched not that meat, nor avy 
other of her ſending, for a good while after. 
A day after that the came unto me, and ſaid, 
What is the matter that thou haſt not eaten 
of the meat? And I ſaid unto her, Becauſe 
thou haſt poiſoned it: therefore thou ſhalt 
know that I will not come unto idols, but only 
unto God. Now underitand therefore, that 
the God of my father, by his angel, hath 
ſewed thy miſchief unto me, and I have kept 
thy meat to thy ſhame, if perchance thou 
mighteſt repent, or learn that the malice of 
wicked doers prevaileth not againſt them that 
worſhip the Lord in chaſtity. And I took and 
did 4 before her, ſaping, The God of my 
fathers, and the angel of Abraham, ſhall be 
with me. And then ſhe fell down at my feet 
and wept, Then lifting her up, J exhorted 
her many ways, and ſhe promiſed unto me, 
that ſhe would never do ſuch iniquity after that | 
day. Vet becauſe her heart was mourning, 
and did burn toward me in adultery, with 
ſighs coming from the depth of her ſtomach, 
the caſt down her countenance. The Egyp- 
tian her husband perceiving her, ſaid, Where- 
fore holdeſt thou down thy face? She anſwer- 
ed, J am even ſorrowful at the heart; and he 
comforted her that was not ſick. Yet again, 
ſhe entered in to me, (her husband being 

wk 


he Teſtament of Joſepb. Tor 


without) and ſaid, I am ſtrangled or choaked; 
either I will break my neck, or elle drown 
myſelf, without thou wilt obey me. And 1 
perceived that the ſpirit of Belial troubled and 


vexed her; I prayed unto the Lord my God, 


and ſaid thus, Wherefore art thou vexed and 
troubled, all blind in fin? Remember thyſelf, 
for if thou kill thyſelf, the concubine of thy 
husband called Secon, envying thee, ſhall beat 
thy children, and deſtroy the memory of thee 
from the earth. And ſhe ſaid unto me, Have 
done, have done, I perceive that yet thou halt 
fome care for me; I have enough that thou 
defendeſt my life and children: I have good 


hope in time to come, that I ſhall obtain my 


wiſhed deſire. And the perceived not that for 
the love of my Lord God I ſaid fo, and not 
for her ſake. Whatſoever he be that follows 


the concupiſcence of his moſt filthy and per- 
nicious deſire ; is made ſervant unto the ſame, , 
as this woman was: And if he hear any good 
thing in the paſſion wherein he is overcome, 
he draweth the ſame to his pernicious or filthy 
deſire. I ſay unto you, my ſons, that it was 
about ſix of the clock when ſhe went from me, 


and I fell upon my knees praying to God all 


that day, with the night-following... And a- 
bout the break of day, I aroſe weeping, that 
I might once be delivered from this Egyprian | 
"woman. Finally, ſhe caught me faſt by the 
garment, drawing me to have gone to bed with 
her. Then perceiving that "the waxed mad, 
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and that violently and with ſtrength ſhe held 
my cloaths, I let my cloaths flip from me, and 
fled away. 

Then ſhe complained to. her husband of 
me, who put me in priſon in the king's houſe. 
The day following after, I was ſore beaten and 
caſt in priſon. And when I lay bound in fet- 
ters, this. Egyptian woman waxed fick with 
forrow, and hearkened how I lauded God be- 
ing in a houſe of darkneſs. For I rejoicing 
with a glad voice, glorified my God, only that 
by ſuch occaſion I was delivered from the E- 
gyptian woman. Yet ſhe left not to ſtand 
hearkening, and ſaid, Have done, and taka 
the offer which I put unto thee, and fulfil my 
deſire, and I will deliver thee from thy bond, 
and bring thee out from the darkneſs; but ail 
that could perſuade me nothing, inſomuch that 
in thought I was not inclined to any deſire of 
her. For God loveth him better who faſteth 
in chaſtity, being in a priſon of darkneſs, than 


him who taketh his pleaſure with voluptuouſ- 
For | 


neſs, in a chamber of honour and riches. 
if a man live in chaſtity, and defire glory, (it 


God perceive it be expedient for him) he | 
giveth unto him, as he hath done unto .me. | 
Many times, as though ſhe had been ſick, ſhe | 


deſcended unto me unlooked for, and heard 
the voice of my praying, and ſtood the more 
ſtill. But when I heard her ſigh, I held my 
peace: For, in her houſe ſhe Wap pel herſelf 


naked, breaſts, legs, and arms, whereby ſhe 
. might. 
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might have kindled me into the love of her. 
For ſhe was very fair and gloriouſly adorned, 
to have deceived me, but God kept me from 
her works. Therefore, my ſons, behold what 
ſuſterance with prayer and faſting doth. And 
therefore, if you love ſoberneſs and chaſtity 
in ſufferance, and humility of heart, the Lord 
ſhall dwell in you; for he loveth ſobriety : and 
when the moſt High doth dwell in a man, al- 
though he chance to fall into envy, or into 
bondage, or. ſlander, the Lord which dwell- 
eth in him, will for his chaſticy not only de- 
liver him, but alſo exalt him and glorify him, 
as he hath done me; for he is always with 
him, in word, in deed, and thought. 

My children, ye know well how my father 
did love me, and yet I was never the prouder 
thereof in my heart. For though I was a 


child I had ever the fear of God in my mind; 

| When I grew unto age, I moderated myſelf, 
and honoured my brethren whom I feared: I 
Held my peace when I was fold; I would not 
have the Iſhmaelites to know my ſtock and kin- 


dred, how I was the ſon of Jacob, a man of 


great ſtrength and power. Therefore, have 


you in your deeds the fear of God, and honour 
your brethren, for all men that obſerve the 
law of God are loved of him. Then I came 
with the Iſhmaelites to a certain place called 
Indoclep, and they demanded of me what I 
was; and I ſaid (becauſe I would not reprove 


m/ brethren) that I was one of their houthotd . .. 
flaves. 
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| flaves. Then ſaid the chief of them, Thou art 


no ſlave; for thy countenance doth ſhew thee 
what thou art. And he threatened me unto 
the death, yet for all that I faid again I was 
their ſlave. But when we came into Egypt, 
they began to ſtrive who ſhould have me for 
the money that was paid,. and they agreed that 
J ſhould abide in Egypt with a merchant of 
their faculty, until ſuch time as they had made 
their merchandiſe and: returned again; and 
God gave me grace in the ſight of the mer- 
chant, that he gave me the charge of his houſe, 
and the Lord bleſſed him by my hand; for 
the Lord gave him plenty of gold and ſilver, 


and 1 was with him three months and five days. 
In this time paſſed by Memphitica the wife of | 
Potiphar in great glory, and ſhe caſt her eyes | 
upon me (for the eunuchs had ſhewed her of | 
me) and ſhe ſhewed her husband of the mer- | 
chant which was made rich in the hand of a 
young man being an Hebrew, and ſhe faid | 
they had ſtolen him out of the land of Ca- 
naan, therefore do now judgment upon him, 


and take the young man to be your ſteward, 


and the God of the Hebrews ſhall bleſs you, | 
for grace from heayen is in him. Potiphar | 
her husband perſuaded with theſe words, | 
cauſed the merchant to be ſent for, and ſaid | 


unto him, What do I hear of thee that thou 
ſtealeſt ſouls out of the land of the Hebrews, 


in ſelling of children? The merchant fell down 


upon. his. Knees, and prayed him ſaying, I be- 


ſeech. 


ſeech thee, lord, ſhew mercy, for I know not 
what thou ſayeſt. And he anſwered again, 
Where got thou this Hebrew child? and he 
faid, The Iſhmaelites left him with me, until 
they came this way again, When he had 
ſaid ſo, Potiphar ſaid, Bring the young man 
hither; and 1 being brought in, did reverence 
to the prince of the eunuchs, for he was the 
third man in dignity with Pharaoh, and prince 
of all eunuchs, and he had wife, children and 
concubines. And when he had taken me a- 
part, he faid, Art thou bound, or art thou 
free? I anſwered, Bond. And he ſaid unto 
me, Whoſe bond-man art thou? I anſwered 
him, The Iſhmaelites. And he ſaid unto me, 


| How came it to paſs, that thou waſt made their 
bond-man? And I ſaid, They bought me in 
the land of Canaan; yet he did not believe me, 
| ſaying, truely thou lieſt, and commanded me 
to be beaten. Memphitica his wife ſpied me 
beaten at a window, and ſent unto her huſ- 
band, ſaying, Thy judgment is unjuſt, for 


thou doeſt puniſh wrongfully the young man 
that is ſtolen. - But becauſe 1 changed not 
my word, yet again I was beaten, and com- 
manded to be kept at his commandment, til! 
ſuch time as my maſters came. And his wife 
ſaid unto him, Wherefore do ye keep in cap- 
tivity that noble child? It were more alms to 
let him go, and to beat you. She would fain 
have ſpiced in me the deſire of fin, ard I knew 
nothing of this, He faid again ro Memphiti- 
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ca, It is not honeſt among the Egyptians to 
take away another man's goods before he ſhew 
him of it. He ſaid that of the merchant, and 
of me when J thould be impriſoned. After 
that twenty four days the Iſhmaelites came, 
and they hearing that Jacob my father was 
heavy for me, ſaid unto me, Wherefore is it 
that thou ſaidſt thou waſt a bond-man; and 
now we know that thou art the ſon of a great 
man in the land of Canaan, and thy father 
forroweth for thee in ſackcloth. Then I would 
fain have wept, but I refrained myſelf for 
ſhameing of my brethren, and faid, I know 
it not, for I am a bond- man. Then they took 
cCounſel amongſt themſelves, whether, or to 

whom, they might ſell me, leſt I, ſhould be 
found in their hands, for they feared Jacob, 
leſt he ſhould be revenged of them; for they 
had heard that he was mighty both to God and 
man. Then ſaid the merchant to them, Re- 
deem him now from the judgment of Potiphar: 
They hearing this, went and aſked for me; 


faying that they had bought me ſor money, 


and he delivered me. Memphitica ſpake unto 


her husband to buy me, ſor ſaid ſhe, I hear it 
faid they would fel! him. And they ſent an 
cunuch to the Iſhmaelites, and defired to buy 
me, and when he could norbargain with them, | 
he returned and ſhewed his lady, that they | 


aſked a great price for the child: ſhe ſent a- 
gain another eunuch, ſaving, Although they 
alk two beſaunces of gold, fee that thou ſpare 

not 
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not for money, but buy the child, and bring 
him to me. He paid eighty golden crowns for 
me, and ſaid to his lady that he paid an hun- 
dred; and I perceiving this, held my peace, 
leſt the eunuch ſhould be ſearched, Behold, 
my fons, what I have ſuſtained; love one a- 
nother, and with continuance caſt out diſcord 
trom among your deceitful minds; for God 
delighteth in the concord of brethren, and 
hath pleaſure alſo in the love and choice of a 
proved heart, For when my brothers came 
out of Egypt, and knew me, I gave them their 
money, and never gave reproach unto them, 
but comforted them ; and after the death of 
Jacob I laved them more abundantly, and all 
that ever he commanded me I did very gladly ; 
and they marvelled becauſe 1 ſuffered not them 
to be troubled for a ſmall cauſe; for all that 
was in my power I gave them. 'Theic child- 
ren were reputed to me as mine own, and 
mine own children as their ſervants, Their 
life was my life, and their ſorrow was my 
ſorrow; and all their infirmities or diſeaſes 


were mine; my land was their land; my coun- 
* ſel was the counſel of them, and J never ex- 


alted myſelf above them in pride, for mine 
own glory : but was amongſt them as one of 
the leaſt. Therefore, my ſons, if ye walk in 
the commandments of the Lord, the Lord ſhall 
exalt you, and bleſs you in riches perpetual. 


And if any man will do evil to you, with 


meekneſs look that ye pray for him, and 2 
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ſhall deliver you from, all evil. For behold 
and ſee that for my long · ſufferance the daugh- 


ter of my lord was given me to wife, and there 
was given to me with her an hundred talents 


of gold; for God made them ſerve me, and g 


gave me beauty that I ſhould be as a flower a-h 
bove them that were fair in Iſrael; and he 
kept me unto mine age, both in ſtrength and 
beauty, becauſe I was alike to Jacob in all 
things. What dreams I have ſeen, my children, 
now hear, There were twelve harts feeding, 
and nine were divided abroad in the earth: Al- 
ſo I faw how that of Judah was a virgin born, 
having a white robe, and of her came forth 
an immaculate lamb : and on the left hand of 
the ſaid lamb, was (as it were) a lion, and all F 
beaſts made againſt him, and the lamb 'over- 


came them, and trode them under his feet; g: 


and in him joined the angels, the men, and all 
the earth. Theſe things ſhall come to paſs in 
their time, that is to ſay, in che latter days. 
O therefore, my ſons, keep the command- 
ment of the Lord, and honour Judah and Le- 
vi; for of them, to you ſhall ſpring the lamb 
of God, which by his grace ſhall preſerve all 
Gentiles and Iſrael, The kingdom of him is 
a kingdom eternal, which ſhall never paſs. Þ 
For my kingdom ſhall be ended in you, as the F 
keeping of an orchard; for after the har- 

' veſt it ſhall appear no more. I know right 
well, that after my death the Egyptians fthall 
trouble you; but God ſhall revenge you, and 
bring 
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d bring you to the promiſed land, which he 
= {ware to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. But 
efcarry my bones with you: for in ſo doing, the 
ts Lord ſhall be in the light with you againſt the 
d Fgyptians, and Belial ſhall be in darkneſs with 
a-Ihe Egyptians. Alſo carry with you your 
ie nother Zilpah, and nigh unto the valley, near 
d hnto Rachel bury her. When he had ſaid 
111 Fheſe words, he ſtretched forth his fect, and 
n, Pept the ſleep of all the world. Then they 
g, Tubalmed him with ſpices, putting him in a 
- theſt in Egypt, after he had lived 110 years, 
n, Fho ſaw Ephraim's children unto the third 
th Ecneration, For uno Machir the fon of 
of Hanaſſeh, were children born on joſeph's 
all neces. After this, all they of Iſrael bewailed 
er- Im, and all the Egyptians with a great mourn- 
g: For he had compaſſion of Egypt as of 
js own proper members, and aſſiſted them 
th with his labour and counſel; and did 
em good at all times and ſeaſons. 


nd- 
Le- Be Teſtament of Benjamin, made to his chil- 
mb dien at his death, concerning a clean Mind, 
all | 
Pp [HE copy of Benjamin's words, which 
aſs be uttered to his children, being of the 
the of an hundred and twenty years. He 
gar-ed them, and ſaid, 

icht Ns Iſaac was born in the hundredth year of 
all Praham, ſo was I in the hundredth year of 
and fob: and becauſe Rachel died at my birth, 
ring K I 
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I ſucked her bond-maid Bilhah. For after ſ it 
that Rachel had born Joſeph, ſhe was barren{ ww, 
twelve years; and when ſhe had prayed toſ hi 
the Lord in thoſe twelve years, ſhe conceivedſ ne 
and bare me. For my facher loved Rachelſjp; 
_excecdingly, and wiſhed to ſee two ſons by fes 
her; and therefore I was called Benjamin, that ma 
is to ſay, The ſon of my days, or, The ſoncai 
of my ſorrow, becauſe my mother died in thqͥhe 
birth of me. When I came firſt into Egypifbeſ 
and that my brother Joſeph knew me, he ſaithr 
to me, What ſaid they to my father when theEthe 
had fold me? I anſwered, They ſtained thyyiſ 
coat with blood, and bringing it to him, ſaidJ© | 
See if this be thy ſon's coat or no? And mYAn 
brother ſaid alſo unto me, Truly, when thiwo 
Iſhmaelites took me, one of them ſtrippinfpro 
me out of my coat, gave me a thin ſhirt on. 
put on, and laſhing me with a whip, bade mſthe 
run. And as he went aſide to hide my gatkq f 
ment, a lion met him, and flew him; and hut 
parents being afraid, ſold me to their fellow eſt⸗ 
You therefore, my children, love the God Wiles 
heaven, and obey his commandments, follo II! 
ing that good and holy man Joſeph, and nd 
your mind be ſet upon goodneſs, as you kndFuln; 
that mine hath been. He that hath a goſhave 
mind looketh rightly upon all things. F4Þooc 
God and love your neighbours, and then Fiful 
though the ſpirit of Belial tempt you to pe ſi 
naughtineſs to trouble you, yet ſhall it him 
get the uppermoſt hand of you, no more thþy 
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ter it did my brother Joſeph. How many folk 
en] would have killed him, and yet God defended 
tot him: for he that feareth God and loveth his 
redJ neighbour, cannot be wounded of the airy 
hell ſpirit Belial: and he that is ſhielded with the 
byltear of the Lord is ſafe from harm both of 
hai man and beaſt, and cannot be overcome, be- 
ſolicauſe he is helped by the love of God which 
thYhe hath towards his neighbour, For Joſeph 
yPifibeſouzht our father Jacob to pray for my bre- 
ſai@thren to the Lord, that he would not lay unto 
heKtheir charges the miſchief that they had de- 
thYviſed againſt him. Whereat Jacob cried out, 
ſaid O ſon Joſeph, thou haſt overcome my heart. 
| mYAnd therewithal imbracing him, he kiſſed him 
| thiſtwo hours together, and ſaid, In thee ſhall the 
pinfprophecies of heaven be reſembled to the full, 
rt concerning the Lamb of God, and Saviour of 
e Mkthe world, that the unſpotted ſhall be deliver- 


gaſſed for the wicked doers; and he that is with- 
d h 
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eſtament, to the ſalvation both of the Gen- 


Il his ſervants. My children, look upon the 
nd of that good man, and follow his merci- 


knq;ulneſs with a good mind, that you alſo may 
, gohave a crown of glory upon your heads. A 

Fe4Þood man hath not a dark eye, for he is mer- 
nen Fiful and pictal to all men, yea, although they 
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de ſinners, and have deviſed miſchief againſt 


y the defence of goodneſs, and loveth the 


un 


dut fin ſhall die for ſinners in the blood of his 


iles and of Iſrael, and he ſhall daſh Belial and 


im; and he that doth good overcometh evil | 
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It another man 
if a man be 


112 


righteous as his own foul. 
be honoured, he envieth it not : 
enriched, it grieveth him not: if a man be 
ſtrong or valiaut, he praiteth him: and be- 
lieving him alſo to be chaſte, he defendeih 
him that hath the fear of God : he worketh 
together with him that loveth God: and if a 
man for ſake the Almighty,* he warneth him to 
return again, Whoſoever hath the grace of 
the good Spirit, him doth he love as his own 
life. He pitieth the poor, ſuccoureth the 
weak, and praiſeth and honoureth God. My 
children, if ye have a good mind, evil meu 
ſhall ſtand in aud of you, and unthirſt ſhall 
for very ſhame be converted to goodneſs; ſo 
that covetous men {hail not only depart from 
their niggardlineſs, but alſo give of their abun- 
dance to the needy, If ye be good doers, 
both unclean ſpirits ſhall flee from you, and 
ſhrewd beaſts ſhall ſhun for fear of you. Fox 
where the regard of good works is in the 
mind, there darkne!s flieth away. For if he 


do wrong to any boly man, he is ſorry for it; 
and if a holy man receive wrong, be pitieth} 


the doer, and putteth it up with ſilence. And 
if any man betray a righteous fou!, and the 
righteous pray for his betrayer, the betrayer 
is not a little diſgraced, and the righteous be- 
cometh much more notzvie afterward, as did 
my brother Joſeph. The guiletul ſpirit of 
Belial hath no power over a good man's mind, 
ov tho angel. of peace guideih his foul, He 
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looketh not affectionately upon corruptible 
things, nor raketh together riches in the de- 
fire of voluptuouſneſs: He is not delighted 
with pleaſures: He grieveth not his neigh- 
bour: He ſtuffeth not himſelf with meat, nei- 
ther wandereth he in the pride of bis eyes, 


for the Lord is his portion: He taketh no 


glory for giving good counſel: He paſſeth not 


how men diſhonour him; neither can he ſkill 


in any fraud or guile, untruth, ſtrife, or ſlan- 


derouſneſs: For the Lord dwelleth before all 


men in a good time. A good mind hath not 


two tongues, one to bleſs. with, and another 
to curſe with; one to flander-with, and ano- + 


ther to honour with; one of ſorrow, and ano- 
ther of joy; one of quietneſs, and another of 
trouble; one of diſſimulation, and another of 


truth; one of poverty, and another of riches: 
but it hath one only poſition, pure and uncor- 
rupt toward all. It hath no double ſight, or 
double hearing; ſor in all things that he doth, 
ſpeaketh, or ſeeth, he knoweth that the Lord 
beholdeth his heart, and therefore he cleanſ- 
eth his mind, that he may not be found faulty 
God and man. But all the works of 
Belial are double and utterly void of ſimplieity: 
Wherefore, my children, ſhun the naughti- 

| neſs of Belial; for, at the firſt he delighteth 
| thoſe that obey him, but in the end he is a 
ſword, and the father of ſeven miſchiefs: For, 
when the mind hath once conceived by Belial, 
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it bringeth forth, 1. Envy. 2. Deſperateneſs. - 
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3. Sor- 


2. Sorrow. 4. Bondage. 5. Needineſs. 6. Trou- 
. And 7. Deſolation. And for that 
cauſe was Cain tormented with ſeven puniſh- 
ments by God. For in ſeven years together, 
God brought every year a new plague upon 
Cain; Two hundred years he ſuffered, and in 
the nine hundredth year the earth was made 
deſolate with the flood, for his righteous bro- 
ther Abels ſake; in feven hundred years is 
Cain judged, and Lamech in ſeventy times 
ſeven: For they that are like Cain in ſpiteful- 
neſs and hatred toward their brethren, ſhall 
be puniſhed with the ſame puniſhment for e- 
ver, as he was. You theretore, my children, 
eſchew malice, envy, and hatred, towards your 
brethren, and cleave. to goodneſs and loving- 
neſs, He that hath a mind clean in love, look- 
eth not upon a woman in the way of lechery: 
for he bath no defiling in his heart, becauſe 
the Spirit of the Lord reſteth in him. For 
as the ſuu is not defiled by ſhining upon a 
puddle or dunghill, but doth rather dry up 
and drive away the ſtink; even ſo a pure mind 
ſtriveth againſt the uncleanneſs of the earth, 
and overcometh it, but is net defiled itſelf. 
And I perceive by the ſayings of the righte- 
ous Enoch, that there ſhall be evil deeds a- 
mong you; for you ſhall defile yourſelves with 
the fornication of Sodom, and perith all fave: 
a fe, and multiply inordinate luſts in wo- 
men, and the reign of the Lord ſhall not be 
among you: for he ſhall take it away ſud- 
| _— 


denly. 
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Nevertheleſs the Lord's temple ſhall 
be made in our portion, and it ſhall be glori- 
ous amongſt you. For the Lord himſelf thall 
take the kingdom upon him, and the twelve 
tribes ſhall be gathered together there, and 
all nations ſhall reſort thither, until the moſt 
High ſend his falvation in the viſitatics of his 
only Begotten, And he ſhall enter into the 
firſt temple, and there the Lord ſhall ſuffer 
wrong, and be deſpiſed, and be lifted up unto 
a piece of timber: and the yail of the temple 
ſhall be rent aſunder, and the Spirit of the 
Lord ſhall come down upon the Gentiles, 
pouring out as fire: and riſing up from the 
grave, he ſhall aſcend from earth to heaven. 
He ſhall remember how baſe he hath been 
upon earth, and how glorious he is in hea- 
ven. When Joſeph was in Egypt, I longed 
to ſee his perſon, and the form of his counte- 
nance, and through the prayers of my father 
Jacob, I ſaw him awake in the day of his full 
and perfect ſhape. 

Now therefore, my children, know you that 
I ſhall die. Wherefore deal every one of you 
truly and rightfully with his neighbour, worl: 
ye juſtly and faichfully, and keep ye the Jaw 
and commandment of the Lord; for that do 
teach you inſtead of all inhericance. And 
give you the ſame to your children for an e- 
verlaſting poſſeſſion. For ſo did Abraham, 
aac, and Jacob, they gave us all theſe things. 


Por an inheritance; ; ſaying, Keep the Lord's. 


com- N 


116 The Teſtament of Benjamin. 


commandments till he reveal his ſaving health, 
unto all nations. Then ſhall ye ſee Enoch, 
Noah, Shem, Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob riſ- 


ing at his right-hand with joyfulneſs. Then 


ſhall we riſe alſo every one of us to his own. 


fceptre, worſhipping the King of heaven, who 
appeared on earth in the baſe ſhape of man. 
As many as believe in him ſhall rejoice with 
him at that time. And all theſe ſhall riſe a- 
gain to glory, and the reſidue unto ſhame. 
And the Lord ſhall firſt of all judge Iſrael, 
for the unrighteouſneſs committed againſt him, 
becauſe they believed not in God that came 
in the fleſh to deliver. Then ſhall he judge 
all nations, as many as believed not in him 
when he appeared upon earth, and he ſhall 
reprove Iſrael amongſt the choſen of the Gen- 
tiles, as he reproved Eſau in the Midianites, 
that ſeduced his brethren by fornication and 
idolatry, who were eſtranged from God, and 
fell away from the inheritance of the children, 


becauſe they feared not God. But if you 


walk in holineſs before the Lord, ye ſhall 
dwell in hope again in me. And all Iſrael 


ſhall be gathered to the Lord, and I ſhall no 


more be called a ravening wolf, for your 
robberies ſakes; but I ſhall be called the 
Lord's workman, which giveth ſood unto ſuch 
as. do good. And in my feed ſhall be raiſed 
up the beloved of the Lord, whoſe voice ſhall 
be heard upon the earth, and he ſhall give 
new knowldge, and enlighten all 3 
tus 


The Teflament of Benjamin. 
the light of underſtanding, and ſhail come up 
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to ſave Iſrael. He ſhall take from them as 
a wolf, and give to the ſynagogue of the 
Gentiles, and continue in the ſynagogue of 
the Gentiles to the world's end. He hall be 
amongſt their princes as muſical melody | in the 
mouths of all men, and his doings and ſayings 
ſhall be written in holy books: He ſhall be 
the Lord's darling for evermore. And as con- 
cerning him, my father Jacob taught me, ſay- 
ing, He ſhall amend the defaults of thy tribe. 
And when he bad ended theſe fayings, he 
commanded his children to carry his bones out 
of Egypt, and to bury them in Hebron 
by his fathers. So Benjamin died an hun- 
dred and twenty five years old, in a good age, 
and they put him in a coffin: and in the fours 
ſcore and eleventh year before the departure 
of the Iſraclites out of Egypt, they 2yd their 
brethren conveyed their fathers „ 
again into the land of Canaan, and buried him 


in Hebron, at the feet of their fathers, and 


returned again out of the land of Canaan and 


dwelt in Egypt, till the day of their depar- 
ture thence altogether. 
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How theſe teſtaments of the twelve 
Patriarchs were firſt found, and 
by whoſe means they were tranſ- 
lated out of Greek 1nto Latin. 


'Heſe teſtaments were hidden and con- 
cealed a long time, fo as the teachers and 

the antient interpreters could not find them: 
which thing happened through the ſpiteful- 
neſs of the Jews, who by reaſon of the moſt 
evident, manifeſt, and often propheſies of 
Chriſt, that are written in them, did hide 
them a long while. At length the Greeks be- 
ing very narrow ſearchers out of antient writ- 
ings ſought theſe teſtaments warily, and got 
rhem more warily, and tranſlated them faith- 
fully out of Hebrew into, Greek. Never- 
theleſs this writing continued yet ſtill un- 
known, becauſe there was not any man to be 
found that was ſkilful both in the Greek and 
Latin, nor any interpreter that might procure 
the tranſlation of this noble work, until the 
time of Robert the fecond ſirnamed Groſthead, 
diſhop of Lincoln, who ſent diligent ſearchers 
as far as Greece, to fetch him a copy of 
tbe ſaid writing, without reſpect of charges, 

_ which he bare moſt liberally. 

Therefore to continue the memories of 
theſe molt lighiſome Propheſies, to the ſtrength- 
ening 
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ening of the Chriſtian faith, that Rev. Biſhop 


did, in the year of our Lord 1242, tranſlate 
them painfully and faithfully, word for word, 
out of Greek into Latin (in which two tongues 
he was counted very ſkilful) by the help of 
Mr Nicolas Greek, parſon of the church of 
Datchot, and chaplain to the abboc St. Al- 
bans, to the intent that, by that means, the 
evident propheſies, which ſhine more bright 
than the day-light, might the more glori- 
ouſly come abroad, to the greater confuſion 
of the Jews, and of all hereticks and enemies 
of the church of Chriſt, to whom be praiſe 
and glory for ever. Amen, 
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